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Tretty  Mtjs's  Catechijm. 
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A  N 

ADDRE S  S 

T  O  T  H  E 

BATCHELORS 

O  F 

great-britain. 


May  it  pleafe  your  Worships, 


s 


I S  a  mighty  ftrange  Cafe,  that* 
go  where  one  will.  Morning, 
Noon,  or  Night,  we  muit 
have  our  Ears  dinn’d  with  a 
mo  ft  unmerciful  Out-cry  a- 
gainft  the  prefent  State  of  Ce~ 
bliacy ,  and  yet  not  a  Soul  dare  to  take  up  the 

Cudgels  to  defend  it.— - -Well,  as  fecure 

you  may  think  yourfelves,  I  can  affure 
)u,  that  the  Virgins  are  fetting  on  Foot  a 
.  aoft  malicious  Profecution  again!!  us,  as  ap- 
.  A  2  pears 
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pears  by  t'H eir  Orders  and  Refolutions,  which 
I  have  had  privately  handed  to  me,  and  are 
making  proper  Application  to  his  Majefty  in 
the  following  molt  humble  Addrefs. 

The  Virgins  moft  humble  Addrefs ,  &Cc. 

‘  Moft  gracious  Sovereign , 

*  \AJE  y°ur  Maiefly ’s  moft  dutiful  and  loy- 
c  VY  al  Subjebts,  the  Virgins  of  England  in 
c  Council  aflembled,  beg  leave  moft  humbly 
4  to  reprefent  to  your  Majefty  our  prefent 
4  moft  unhappy  Situation,  praying  timely 
4  Relief,  and  your  Majefty’s  favourable  Ac- 
4  ceptance  of  this  our  moft  dutiful  Ad- 
4  drefs. 

4  We  are  truly  fenfible,  that  nothing  can  con- 
4  tribute  more,  towards  preferving  the  Welfare  ^ 

4  and  Honour  of  this  Nation,  and  indeed  of  all 
c  your  Majefty’s  Dominions  in  general,  than 
4  a  ftri£l  Obfervance  of  the  matrimonial 
4  Inftitution,  which  we  are  firmly  refolved 
4  upon  all  Occafions  to  maintain,  as  we  do 
4  verily  believe  ourfelves  in  Duty  bound. 

4  But  whereas,  fnotwithftanding  thcle  our 
4  pious  Kefolutions)  upon  a  ftrid  Examina- 
4  tion  of  all  the  Parifti-regifters,  through- 
4  outthefe  your  Majefty’s  Britijh  Dominions, 

4  for  feveral  Years  laft  pad,  we  have,  with 
4  great  Concern,  obferved,  that  Gentlemen 
4  of  well-known  Abilities,  and  Fortunes, 

4  have,  for  the  moft  Part,  been  extreamly 
4  backward  in  entering  into  that  moft  com-  y( 

4  fortable' 


(  s  ) 

fortable  State,  (upon  no  Pretence  whatfo- 
everj  to  the  great  Detriment  of  your  Ma- 
jefty,  as  well  as  the  Diflatisfadtion  of  all 
your  Majefty’s  unmarried  moft  dutiful  Fe¬ 
male  Subje&s. 

6  We  the  faid  Females  in  Council  affem- 
bled,  (prefent  the  Oldefl  Maid  in  the  King¬ 
dom)  have  hereupon  unanimoufly  agreed 
to  moft  humbly  petition  your  Majefty, 
to  caufe  the  above-faid  Gentlemen  to  be  de¬ 
clared  Male-contents ,  and  to  be,  by  War¬ 
rant  under  your  Majefty’s  fign  Manual, 
brought  coram  to  anfwer  to  thefe  Arti¬ 
cles  exhibited  againft  them  by  us,  the 
faid  Females :  Praying  alfo,  that  they  be 
obliged  to  fhew  Caufe,  why,  for  fuch 
their  repeated  Slights,  and  Negledt  of 
Fair  Maidens ,  they  ought  not  to  be  cir¬ 
cumcis’d  upon  Convidiion  *,  and  afterwards 
be  baniftied  the  Kingdom,  if  they  perfift 
in  their  ill  Courfesany  longer,  as  moft  in¬ 
corrigible  ufelefs  Members  of  a  well- 
governed  State. 

4  The  Confidence,  we  are  well  aftiired 
your  Majefty  places  in  our  Fidelity  and 
Affection,  will  always  engage  as  well  as 
encourage  us  tofupport  your  Majefty’s  Go- 
vernment,  and  to  make  the  moft  grate¬ 
ful  Returns  we  are  able,  for  the  peace¬ 
able  Enjoyment  of  all  our  Liberties  and 
Privileges,  and  indeed  of  all  that  is  va¬ 
luable  to  Mankind,  under  your  Majefty’s 
moft  indulgent  and  aufpicious  Reign.’ 


Their  Refolutions  and  Orders . 

Friday,  May  30,  17 35.- 

Ordered ,  That  this  Petition  be  referr’d  to 
the  Confideration  of  a  Committee,  and  by 
them  be  prefented  to  his  Majefty. 

Refolved ,  That  the  faid  Committee  con- 
fid  of  one  and  thirty  proper  Perfons  to  re- 
prefent  us. 

Ordered ,  That  the  Sergeantefs  at  Anns ,  at¬ 
tending  this  Houfe,  do  forthwith  go  with 
the  Mace,  to  fummon  ail  the  Members  to 
attend  the  Service  of  this  Houfe  on  Tuef- 
day  next. 

Ordered,  That  the  Members  of"  this  Houfe 
do,  on  Tuefday  next  at  12  o’Clock,  pre¬ 
pare  Lids  to  be  put  into  Giaffes  of  the  one 
and  thirty  Perfons  chofen  to  be  of  the  faid 
Committee. 

% 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  be  appointed 
to  examine  the  faid  Lifls,  and  to  report  to  the 
Counci:,  upon  which  one  and  thirty  Perfons 
the  Majority  falls  ^  that  done,  to  leave  the 
Lids  on  the  Table. 

♦ 

Ordered,  That  the  Clerk,  and  Clerk  AJjiftants 
of  this  Council  do,  the  fame  Day  at  two, 
receive  from  the  Members  the  Lids  of  the 
Perfons  named  to  be  of  the  faid  Commit¬ 
tee,  and  fummon  them  accordingly. 


A 


A  Committee  being  appointed,  they  with¬ 
drew  into  Mrs.  Speaker’s  Chamber. 

Ha !  ha  !  ha  !  a  very  mafterly  Stroke  of 
the  witty  Damoifelles  truly  !  Give  me  leave  to 
tell  the  Ladies,  by  the  by,  that  this  Petticoat 
Proceeding  is  fomething  more  than  we  fhould 
have  expedxd  from  them  ;  and  deferves,  in 
my  humble  Opinion,  a  little  feverer  Cor- 
region  than  that  of  the  Pen.— — —Believe 
me,  Gentlemen  have,  to  their  Coft,  been 
apprized  of  the  many  Inconveniencies,  as 
well  as  Lofs  of  Time,  in  idolizing  our  Ap¬ 
ple-eating  Traitrejjes ,  and  therefore  are  grown 
a  little  more  wary  how  they  Phyllis  them,  or 
diet  too  much  on  the  fcanty  Fare  of  fpe- 

cious  Innocence  and  Beauty  : - And  be- 

caufe  of  this,  it  feems,  the  Women’s  Backs 
are  up  truly,  and  they  pretty  Creatures  1 

are  ready  to  burft  with  Refentment. 

% 

You  fee  therefore.  Gentlemen,  ’tis  high 
Time  to  ftir  our  Stumps,  pro  arts  &  focis ; 
for,  if  this  fame  Project  of  their’s  fhould 
take  Place,  ’twill  very  probably  give  frefh 
Courage  to  their  Attempts,  (j or  JVomen  on 
the  Fret  will  do  any  Thing )  and  who  knows 

what  their  next  Defign  may  be  ?  - - Poffi- 

bly,  they’ll  grow  fo  flurdy,  as  to  petition 
the  Seizure  of  our  Eftates  and  Perfons  •,  and 
then  — —  the  Lord  have  Mercy  upon  us, 
in  fuch  a  Medley  of  Deftrudtion.  - — -  Up, 
up,  nor  fuffer  fo  unchriftian-like  a  Revenge 
to  be  exerted  with  that  Poignancy  and  Vi¬ 
gours  we  find  it  is,  againft  our  goodly  Or¬ 
der.— 


(  8  ) 

der. - In  fhort,  if  you  don’t  domach  fuch 

Ufage  a  little,  Batchelor fhip^  with  all  its 
myflerious  Ritesy  will  quickly  be  burlefqu’d, 
and  made  as  great  a  Jed  of  as  Free-Mafon- 

ry . - To  fee  which,  I  fay,  and  withal  to 

reflect  upon  the  fad  Effects,  which  are  very 
likely  to  follow  fuch  high-flown  Proceedings, 
if  not  feafonably  prevented,  makes  my  very 
Blood  curdle  again  in  my  Veins  ;  and  it 
cannot,  furely,  but  fill  the  Minds  of  all  the 
good  Batchelors ,  his  Majefty’s  true  and  loving 
Subje&s,  with  the  mod  difmal  Apprehen- 
fions. 

Afpide  quid  pejus  ?  Tigris.  Quid  Tigride  ?  Damon. 
Damone  quid?  Mulier.  Quid  Mulicr  ?  Nihil. 

’Twould  fignify  little  for  me  to  urge  the 
Illegality  of  this  ftudioufly  wicked  Petticoat 
Contrivance,  when,  methinks,  the  foie  Con- 
fideration  of  the  irreparable  Lofs,  we  Batche¬ 
lors  all  fhould  fuftain,  if  we  once  inadver¬ 
tently  gave  up  thofe  ineftimable  Bleffings, 
thofe  dear,  dear  Privileges  Nature  defign’d 
for  us,  and  us  alone,  would  be  fufflcient  to 
awaken  rational  Creatures  to  a  due  Senfe  of 
their  Danger elfe - adieu!  to  all  pad  Se¬ 

renity  and  Scene  of  Joys  unruffled  ;  patiently 
mud  poor  We,  alas!  fubmit  to  arbitrary 
Will  and  Power,  and  to  the  many  mortify¬ 
ing  Impertinencies  of  fome  pofitive  Turma- 
gant,  forward  enough  to  convince  us,  at  all 
Times,  with  her  pedantick  Cant,  of  the 
Superiority  of  her  Underdanding  ;  fuch 
very  enthufiadick  Suppofition,  of  her  better 
Capacity  and  Difcernment,  fetting  her  Clack 

a- 


a  going  with  frefh  Vigour,  loud  enough  to 
drown  the  eloquent  Bawl  of  the  Lawyers  at 
tVejlmintter^  after  the  long  Vacation. 

But,  as ’tis  not  only  our  Duty,  but  In  to¬ 
re  ft  alfo,  to  crufh  this  formidable  Plot  in  its 
Birth,  ’tis  fearce  to  be  queftioned,  but  that 
all  thofe,  who  profefs  any  true  Regard  for 
the  Honour,  Welfare,  or  Merit  of  our 
Right  Worjhipful  Fraternity ,  will,  upon  this  A- 
larm,  rally  their  Forces,  and  not  fuffer  them- 
felves  to  be  he&or’d  out  of  their  Principles 
by  any  Dagger-drawing  Heroine  whatso¬ 
ever  ;  and  that  theyTi  concert  all  proper 
Meafures  to  avert  this  Foilet-ftorm ,  and  bring 
the  vanquifh’d,  blooming  Fair~ones ,  with 
their  Hands  tied  behind  them  in  Triumph, 
to  fome  convenient  Houfe  of  Penance,  e» 
redted  for  that  Purpole. 

And  now  let’s  look  a  little,  good  Gentle¬ 
men,  into  the  hnpeachment  itfelf.  Pm  really 
of  Opinion,  when  once  we  unravel  the  Ar¬ 
ticles  preferr’d  againft  us,  ’twill  be  no  diffi¬ 
cult  Matter  to  unmask  thefe  pretended  Pa - 
triotejjes ,  and  to  prove  their  Meafures  quite 
impolitick  ;  ay,  and  that  it  is  a  manifeft 
Piece  of  Roguery  too,  calculated  merely 
to  get  Husbands  for  the  Projectors  and  their 
Confederates*,  tho’  do  but  obferve  how  arti¬ 
ficially  the  Pill’s  gilt  over  with  a  Pretence 
of  a  true  publick  Spirit ;  and  Oh  !  ’tis  for  the 
fake  of  their  own,  dear  native  Soil . 

Is  it  fo  indeed?  Pray,  then  attend  to  the 

B  main 
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main  Scope  of  the  Petition  ; - Nothing  can 

contribute  more  to  the  IVelfare  and  Honour  of 
this  Nation ,  &c.  than  a  Jlritt  Obfervance  of 

the  matrimonial  InftituLion . - -No;  that’s 

very  ftrange,  indeed  !  I,  for  my  own  Part, 
muft  freely  confefs,  I  fhou’d  be  glad  to 
know,  what  Benefit  the  Ladies  have  been  of 
(Tor  feveral  Years  pall  more  particularly)  to 
Great-Britain ,  or  any  other  trading  Nation  ? 

• - Why,  let  me  fee  ; - I’ll  tell  you  ; — 

they’ve  hatch’d  us  a  Parcel  of  very  Juno’s, 
Girls  of  a  more  roving  Difpofition,  if  pof- 
fible,  than  themfelves  ;  a  propos  ;  and  good 
Mamma ,  Thanks  to  her  dextrous  Manage¬ 
ment  !  has  ever  taught  pretty  Mijfes ,  with 
the  greatefl  Zeal,  from  their  very  Cradles, 
all  the  modifh  Varieties  of  Caprice  and  Gal¬ 
lantry.  The  Moderns,  indeed,  are  pleas  d 
to  ftile  this  un  Air  degagee :  For  my  own  Part, 
I  muft  be  fo  precife,  as  to  fay,  I  think  an 
Husband  makes  but  a  fcurvy  Figure,  un¬ 
der  rhe  Difcipline  of  their  Chicanery. - — 

O*  my  Confcience,  he’d  better  be  a  Slave 
in  the  Great  Lurk's  Seraglio. 

As  to  their  Education  of  that  pretty,  two- 
legg’d  Creature,  the  Man-child,  ’tis  notori¬ 
ous,  that  the  Indulgence  of  the  doating 
Mother  has  prov’d  the  Bane  of  Thoufands. 
—  About  eighteen,  Mafter  muft  commence 
Coxcomb,  truly  ;  be  full  of  Vanity,  well 

ftor’d  with  Afturance  and  Hypocrify  ; - 

but  not  a  Dafh  of  Religion.  All  his  Em¬ 
ployment  is  to  murder  whole  Weeks  at  Qua¬ 
drille,  laugh,  fqueal,  fing,  and  the  like ; 
and  then  he  is  a  Woman’s  Man  compleat, 

and 
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and  has  an  Infinite  deal  of  Wit  and  Humour. 
If  perchance  he  gets  into  good  Company, 
why  he’s  filent,  and  e’en  gnaws  off  the 
Head  of  his  long  Stick. 

Obferve  yon  Noodle  in  his  Element,  viz. 
a  fide  Box,  monkey-like,  and  chatt’ring  his 
Smut  to  the  Orange  Wenches.  The  Play  half 
finifh’d,  away  he  fallies  to  the  Rummer ,  and 
bids  the  Drawer  fetch  the  Dutcbefs  of — — 
His  Pocket’s  pickt  by  her  Grace,  and  all  the 
Ready  gone:  And  now  my  Gentleman  is 
forced  to  piddle  with  poor  50  Guineas  (he 
has  juft  before  taken  up  at  Cent. per  Cent . 
Intereftj  at  the  Groom-porter's ,  in  order  to 
fill  his  Pockets,  and  make  them  Satisfaction 

for  their  Lofs. - — Poor  Mafter  has  an  ill 

Run,  is  fleec’d,  and  then  to  a  drunken  Vigil, 
to  rid  the  pretty  Fool  of  his  Care,  and  all 

Qualms  of  Confcience. - Flis  rakifh 

AiTociates  reeling  homewards,  he  riots  in 
the  Streets  the  Remainder  of  the  Night  to 
prove  his  Valour,  and,  for  the  great  Credit 
of  beating  the  Watch,  lies  in  the  Round- 
houfe.  If  you  attempt  his  Reformation,  and 
reprove  him  for  his  Calentures,  ’s  Death,  he 
cries,  would  you  banifh  him  all  civil  Socie¬ 
ty  ? - Go  to  Church  ; — none  of  thofe 

Stipulations  he  requefts  of  you.  He  fwears, 
Cat  fcratch  his  Eyes,  Sir,  and,  by  his  Virgi¬ 
nity,  ’tis  making  him  perform  Quarantine, 
like  the  Ships  from  the  Levant  in  Cafe  of  a 
Plague. — Such  DoCtrine  ill  fuits  un  Gentil- 
homme  d*  eclat  &  des  belles  manieres ,  to  whom 
Religion  is  but  a  politick  Law.  His  End  is 

B  2  (God 

*  A  noted  Courtesan, 
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(God  forbid  I  fhould  wifh  him  an  Hempen 
one)  to  die  in  a  Jail,  or,  if  tall,  and  lucky 
(as  mod  Fools  are)  in  Time  he  may  come  in¬ 
deed  to  be  advanced  to  the  great  Preferment 
of  a  Grenadier  in  his  PruJJian  Majefiy’s  Ser¬ 
vice,  or  to  be  an  half  ftarv’d  Bully  to  a 
Bawdy-houfe. 

I  muft  beg  my  Readers  Pardon,  if  I  have 
been  prolix  in  this  Character  ;  for,  as  the 
firft  Signature  commonly  grows  fo  firm  and 
durable,  that  no  Pains,  no  Application  can 
erafe  it,  ’tis  but  reafonable  to  remind  the  too 
fond  Mothers  of  their  mifapply’d  Good¬ 
nature  ;  we  are  very  often  to  thank  them 
for  all  our  Misfortunes. - Too  much  In¬ 

dulgence  fills  the  Mind  with  Pride,  renders 
Youth  impatient  of  Contradiction,  and  proves, 
in  the  End,  the  great  Source  of  Corruption 
and  Effeminacy  ;  breeding  in  them,  I  could 
almoft  fay,  an  Averfion  to  every  Thing 
that  is  truly  great  and  noble.  How  happy 
‘  would  it  be  for  Youth,  would  Parents  view 
every  Imperfection  with  a  prying  Eye,  clear 
from  the  Mifts  of  Fondnefs  ! 

So  much  for  the  Education  of  thefe  incor¬ 
rigible  Coxcombs,  great  Numbers  whereof 
we  flfould  be  glad  to  export  to  any  Coun¬ 
try,  tnat  would  be  lo  good  as  to  accept  the 
Commmodity  ;  as  Play-things,  for  Inffance, 
to  the  Brobdignaganians,- — The  fmall  Hopes  in¬ 
deed  we  indulge  fo  far, as  to  pack  them  oft  only 
to  Mambrino* s  Boarding-fchool  at  Batterfeay 
expecting  a  Reformation  *,  for  whom,  indeed, 

Gen- 
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Gentlemen,  mod  Folks  ought  heartily  to 
pray,  on  Account  of  the  fingular  Services 

fne  has  done  them. 

« 

What  a  melancholy  Scene  is  it  to  a  think¬ 
ing  Perfon,*who  has  any  Regard  left  for  his 
Country’s  Welfare,  to  obferve  our  Youth, 
thus  train’d  up  to  affume  a  Nature  the  very 
reverfe  of  what  becomes  the  Species  ?  The 
natural  Refult  of  this  Remiffnefs  of  early 
Difcipline  is  the  utmofl  Licentioufnefs,  a 
fettled  Impudence,  and  Contempt  of  their  ve¬ 
ry  Parents,  and  every  one  elfe. — - An 

Ulcer  may  foon  be  form’d  in  the  Mind,  but 
cannot  fo  infenfibly  be  cur’d. 

Quo  femel  eft  imbuta ,  recens  fervabit  odorem 

Tefta  diu.- - - - 

The  Body  owes  mod  of  its  Vigour  to  the 
Milk  it  receives  in  its  Infancy.  The  fhame- 
iefs  Negligence  of  Parents  and  Indrudlors, 
with  the  neceffary  Confequences,  Corruption, 
and  an  univerfal  Decay  of  Morality  and 
Learning,  gave  the  greated  Shock  to  the 
Roman  Empire.  When  once  the  Study  of 
Eloquence,  and  the  Liberal  Arts  were  hifs’d 
off  the  Stage,  Luxury  crept  in  amongd 
them,  and  the  Midrefs  of  the  World  infen¬ 
fibly  loft  her  Prowefs. 

Old  Cato ,  that  good  and  grave  Difcipli- 
narian,  like  the  Voicd  of  an  Oracle,  pro¬ 
nounc’d  Rome  undone,  if  ever  her  Sons  were 
mfedled  with  Greek  j  and  I  may  venture  to 

afferr* 
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afiert,  without  a  Spirit  of  Prophecy,  that  the 
Many  among  us,  who  are  ambitious  only 
of  appearing  confpicuoufly  at  Tea-table  Con¬ 
versation,  and  make  Drawing-room  Politicks 
their  favourite  Study,  will  at  long  run  prove 
no  lefs  unwelcome  Sons  to  the  Britijh  State. 

You  fee  now,  what  Ufe  our  fellow  female 
Subjects  have  been  of  to  us.  for  fome  Cen¬ 
turies  paff,  I  might  fay. - In  the  next  Place, 

they  tell  us,  that  they  are  firmly  refolved  to 
maintain  ir,  (i.  e.  the  matrimonial  Inftitu- 
tion.j  I  (hall  beg  leave  to  remark,  that 
this  their  Refolution  is  no  News  at  all  ;  for 
I  do  verily  believe,  from  my  Heart,  no  Soul 
ever  fcrupled  to  think  lb. 

-r 

As  indeed  they  are  in  Duty  bound i.  e.  in 

Point  of  F - -  Duty -  Query  now, 

whether  I  Rated  the  Cafe  injudicioufiy,  w hen 
1  calculated  it  merely  to  get  Husbands? 

After  obferving  to  us,  that  they  have 
been  at  a  World  of  Pains  to  fearch  all  the 
Parifh  Regifters  in  the  Kingdom,  they  are 
pleafed  to  take  notice,  that  Gentlemen  of  well- 
known  Abilities,  &c.  decline  marrying. — 
How  Ladies  can  guefs  at  thele  fame  Gentle¬ 
men’s  Abilities  fo  well,  is  not  my  Province  to 
determine  ;  I  fball  only  fay,  that  I  believe 
never  was  that  Man  yet  that  clapp’d  a  T — d 
piping  hot  on  his  Head. 

Have ,  for  the  modi  Part ,  been  extreamly 
backward  in  entring  into  that  moft  comforta¬ 
ble  State.  Ay, - for  my  Part,  I  won- 

der 
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der  they  have  not  all ;  and  as  to  its  being 
ftiPd  a  comfortable  State,  I  fhill  be  very 
ready  to  agree  with  them  in  this  Point, 
when  they  can  produce  a  married  Man 
to  call  it  fuch,  without  belying  his  Con- 
fcience. 

(  Upon  no  Pretence  whatfoever .  )  This  they 
take  for  granted,  I  find;  ^but  you’ll  foon 
be  enabled  to  anfwer  the  Objection,  and 
indeed  my  very  firft  Remark  feems  to  me 
fufnciently  to  difpr  ove  their  Allegation. 

To  the  great  Detriment  of  his  Majefty ,  as 
well  as  to  the  Dijfatisfadlion  of  all  his  moft  duti¬ 
ful  unmarried  female  Suhjedls .  — —  This 
latter  Part  feems  to  be  exprefs’d  with  great 
Earneftnefs  ;  but  the  former,  upon  an  exadt 
Scrutiny,  may,  as  Pm  inform’d,  be  fhewn 
to  be  a  very  erroneous  Pofition.  For  firft, 
it  has  been  furmis’d  by  fome  among  you. 
Gentlemen,  I  understand,  that  the  fewer  legal 
Children  a  Man  has  to  maintain,  the  better 
able  is  he  to  pay  the  King’s  Taxes  *,  and, 
if  this  be  true,  ( which  I  Ihan’r  take  upon  me 
to  dilpute)  Pm  of  Opinion,  that  if  the  Beg- 
gars ,  that  made  fuch  a  Clamour  at  the  Lobby 
Door  againft  the  late  Excife-bill  (of  glori¬ 
ous  and  immortal  Memory \)  had  only  a  few- 
chance  Brats  to  bring  up,  they  had  never 

made  fuch  a  Buflle  about  it. - — *  Ten 

Pounds  for  each  to  the  Parifh  Officers  would 
(it  may  be  fuppos’d)  have  hufh’d  Matters  •, 
and  all  the  World  can  teflify  how  much  that 
Bill  would  have  retrench’d  the  Liberty  of  the 

Subjedt, 
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Subject,  tho*  it  augmented  the  Revenue  of 
the  Crown. 

In  the  fecond  Place,  though  I  give  you 
my  Word  for  it,  I’m  no  Advocate  for 
Debauchery  ;  yet,  I  mud  needs  own,  I 
think  myfelf  "in  Duty  bound  to  befriend 
the  very  VVorfhipjui  the  Apothecaries  Com¬ 
pany  as  much  as  may  be,  for  their  many 

repeated  Services  to  my  own  dear  felf. - - 

Ay,  ay,  cry  my  fair  Antagonids,  Sir  Si- 

mon ,  have  we  caught  you  tripping? - 

No  Wonder,  i’  Faith,  that  this  Batchelor 

rails  thus  at  the  Sex,  then. -  Well, 

well,  laugh  you  as  long  as  you  will  •,  but 
I  do  tell  you,  upon  my  honed  Word,  (which, 
perhaps  you’ll  cry,  is  not  worth  three  Far¬ 
things)  that  a  mod  learned  *  Limb  of  that 
Clal's  did  allure  me,  but  the  other  Day,  that 
the  Merchants  paid  30  per  Cent,  or  there¬ 
abouts  for  the  Importation  of  Medicines; 
and  if  fo,  the  Apothecaries  mud  charge 
for  their  Drugs,  &c.  accordingly:  And 
would  you  now,  you  unmerciful  Crea¬ 
tures,  go  to  halfftarve  them,  (when  you 
know  the  only  good  Bufmefs,  that  is  dir- 
ring  amongd  them,  is  the  P - )  and  de¬ 
fraud  his  Majedy  of  the  Duties? - Mod 

dutiful  Subje&s  truly  ! 

It  may  indeed  be  urg’d  againd  me,  that 
Matrimony  was  intended  as  a  Remedy  a- 
gaind  FArnication.  I  anfwer  *,  the  Virtuous 
dand  in  no  Need  of  Opiates  to  allay  the  pu- 
idant  Sallies  of  their  Pafllons  ;  and  as  to  the 

vicious 
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vicious  Part  of  Mankind,  tho’  they  draw 
themfelves  into  ever  fuch  inextricable  Diffi¬ 
culties,  yet  Hill  they  will  follow  the  Dictates 
of  Nature.*—  Call  it,  if  you  pleafe,  a  Law  of 
Nature,  confirm’d  by  the  Law  of  God  ;  it 
proves  it  legal,  moft  certainly  ;  but  will  any 
Man  be  Zealot  enough  to  infift  ’tis  enjoin’d 
us  ? - If  not,  we  may  iurely  decline  it. 

Fhey  the  faid  Females  in  Council  ajjembled. — 
This  was  a  mere  Mock  council  ;  but  how 
merry  is  it  for  a' Parcel  of  Girls  to  confult 

about  Affairs  of  State  ? - -  Do  but  conceive 

them  talking  all  at  once  a  la  Sottife  accoutu- 
mee ,  and  out-cackling  the  largeft  Drove  of 
Geefe,  and  if  it  don’t  cure  the  Hip,  I’ll  be 
hang’d  for  it. 

o 

Prefent  the  oldeft  Maid  in  the  Kingdom.  — 
I  dare  fay  this  fame  old  Maid  will  inform 
you,  that  ’tis  impoffible  a>  Maid  can  grow 
old;  and  therefore  you  muft  be  reprimanded 
for  fuch  Innuendo .  ’Twas  doabtlefs  inferred 
in  the  Petition  againft  her  Confent. 

Have  hereupon  unanimoufly  agreed. - -  I 

never  in  my  Life  before  heard,  that  a  Com¬ 
pany  of  Women  did  fo  ;  and  had  not  this 
been  a  particular  Cafe,  wherein  their  Interefts 
were  jointly  concern’d,  I  ffiould  have  taken 
it  for  an  Impoffibility  ;  and,  as  it  now  fell 
out,  indeed,  it  was  a  Prodigy. 

Fo  moft  humbly  petition  his  Majefty .  — — 
Humility  is  quite  contrary  to  their  very  Na~ 
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tures,  and,  had  not  they  been  afraid,  they 
might  have  loft  their  Point  by  it,  ’[is  no 
doubt  but  they  would  have  peremptorily  in- 
fifted  on  it. 

I 

To  caufe  the  abovefaid  Gentlemen  to  be  de¬ 
clared  Male-contents .  —  This  laft  Word  ad¬ 
mits  of  a  double  Entendre.  — I’ve  already 
proved,  that  Batchelorfhip  much  encreafes 
his  Majefty’s  Revenue,  and  co'nlequently  all 
thofe,  who  continue  in  fuch  State,  may  juftly 
be  deem’d  his  Majefty’s  true  and  loyal  Sub¬ 
jects  ;  and,  his  plain,  they  are  no  leaky  Vejjels , 
lor  the  Ladies  juft  before  proclaim’d  their 
well-known  Abilities.  I  fuppofe,  they  un- 
derftood  their  folid  Contents. 

And  to  be  by  V/arrant  under  his  Majejly's 
f.gn  Manual ,  brought  coram,  to  anfwer  to 
certain  Articles  exhibited  against  them  by  us  the 

faid  Females. - Pofljbly,  they  may  have  a  ‘ 

Rod  in  P — fs  for  us }  as  yet  the  only  Thing 
^Hedg’d  is,  that  we  objeCt  againft  entering 
the  Lifts  of  Matrimony,  and  Pm  fure  we 
have  reafon  enough  for  it. 

Praying  alfo>  that  they  may  be  obliged  to 
JJoew  Caufe ,  why  jor  fuch  their  repeated  Slights , 
&c.  they  ought  not  to  be  circumcis'd  upon 

Conyiffion. - As  to  Circumcifion,  it 

avail’d  nothing,  when  the  Chriftian  Difpen- 
fation  took  Place,  and  fo  I  fuppofe  the  fair 
Maidens  meant  Baptifm  ;  but  as  the  foie 
Pretence  for  re-baptizing  was  Herefy,  and 

difclaim  it,  I  can  fee  no  Need  for  it. 
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And  then  be  banifted  the  Kingdom ,  if  they 

rejift  the  deleft  any  longer. - ’ Twill  be 

hard  indeed  to  punifih  us  for  what  our  God¬ 
fathers  and  God-mothers  promifed  for  us.— 
The  Ladies,  I  find,  have  not  as  yet  read  the 
Church-Catechifm. - —Fie  upon  them. 

As  modi  incorrigible ,  ufelefs  Menders  of  a 
w ell-gov er Ad  State . — —This  Article  has  been 

difprov’d  often  enough  already, - -And 

now  ■  — 


Dear  Brethren  Batchelors , 

Pray,  what  high  Crimes  and  Mi  [de¬ 
meanours  have  thefe  Damoifelles  de  manege 
(as  they  call  themfelves)  been  able  to  make 
out,  tho’  they  loaded  us  with  Crimes  almoft 
heavy  enough  to  make  a  Supercargo's  Confid¬ 
ence  recoil  again?  Depend  on*t,  a  Vagary 
entered  their  Pericraniums,  to  fhew  the  World 
how  artfully  they  could  draw  up  an  Impeach¬ 
ment.  If  fo,  we  may  agree,  they  are  moft 
profound  Adepts  in  the  Law,  and  ought,  as 
their  Prefident  has  long  ago  been,  to  be  cre¬ 
ated  Serjeantejfes . 

What  remains  for  us  to  do,  is  to  fay  fome- 
:  dig  in  Behalf  of  ourfelves,  and  a  fingle  Life  5 
in,  i  I  doubt  not,  we  fhall  eafily  refute  their 
andal  ;  but  before  I  proceed  any  farther, 
fhall,  as  I  promis’d  you,  prefent  you  with 
a  Tranfcript  of  a  certain  pretty  Mifs’s  Ca 
techifm,  which  (fhe  unluckily  dropping  it, 
at  a  Game  of  Romps;  was  privately  fent  me, 
by  an  unknown  Hand  ;  and  the  Favour  1 
here  gratefully  acknowledge, 

C  2  THE 
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Miss’s  Catechism. 


9.  are  you? 

A.  A  Lady  fair  of  nineteen. 
§K  ’Tis  pretry  difficult  to 
underftand  what  that  is  *,  and 
therefore  explain  yourfelf  a 


little. 

A.  No  very  keeping  Ware,  I  promife 

y  ou  y - our  Conftitution  won’t  permit  it. 

Encreafe  and  multiply  we  hold  to  be  as  good 
a  Maxim  here,  as  they  do  in  Turk y  ;  and  it’s 
a  very  orthodox  Tenet  among  us  too,  as 
well  as  in  Spain ,  to  take  Opportunity  by 
the  Forelock  ;  for,  fpite  of  all  our  Magick, 
there’s  no  Trifling.  Time  ne’er  forgets  to 
turn  his  Glafs,  and  we  are,  at  molt,  but 
Idols  of  a  Day  or  two.  There  is  no  houfe- 
wifing,  what  little  Nature  bellow’d  on  us, 
very  long  *,  and  ’tis  ftrange  Anarchy  of  Fan¬ 
cy,  methinks,  to  pretend  to  be  quite  ada¬ 
mant,  and  affedt  I  know  not  what  talfe  De¬ 
licacy,  when  once  our  petty  Empire  is  at  an 
End.t  ’Tis  too  late  then  to  ftand  criticifing  ; 

Stale 
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Stale  Maids  and  /linking  Fifh  is,  you  know, 
a  Saying  never  a  whit  the  left  true,  becaufe 
of  its  Antiquity.  We  mud  e’en  after  that 
be  content  to  wear  our  Livery,  be  it  what  it 
will  ;  there’s  no  travelling  incog,  depend 
on’t.  Maugre  all  our  Coz’nage  and  Affidu- 
ity,  we  (hall  find  ourfelves  fas  great  Penance 
as  it  may  be)  the  trite  Subject  of  every  im¬ 
pertinent  Libertine’s  Ridicule.  — - — — -  Pity 
there's  no  Youth-refloring  Noftrum  in  the 
Shops  •,  but  alas  !  even  that  mod  renowned 
Pill-giving  Quack  of  Pall-mall  (as  fagacious 
a  Son  of  Pcean ,  as  he  prefumes  he  is)  would, 
in  this  Cafe,  I  very  much  fear,  find  his  Re¬ 
cipe  of  as  little  Service,  as  ’twould  be  to 
make  France  fight-dor  the  Liberties  of  Eu¬ 
rope ,  At  16  we  commence  thinking,  at  17 
love,  at  18  whine,  and  at  19,  if  we  can  get 
the  Man  in  the  Mood,  (which,  by  the  by,  is 
a  mod  difficult  Task  )  we  e’en  cry.  Adieu, 
Daddy ,  (if  he  be  a  Spoke  in  our  Wheel) 
and  go  off  with  our  Spark  $  even,  rather 
than  fail,  a  Poet  will  go  down  with  us ;  for, 
were  we  once  to  pafs  our  Prime,  we  ffiould 
run  a  very  great  Rifque  of  taking  up  with 
fome  paltry,  puritannical,  antique,  undeserv¬ 
ing  Caitiff  of  a  mod  forbidding  Phyfiognomy. 

A  very  drange  Sample  of  the  Men’s 
Good-breeding  this !  Is  it  not  a  mod  glaring 
Abufe  of  the  Biddings  of  Providence,  who, 
out  of  his  Bounty,  gave  us  as  Help- meets 
for  them  ? 

A.  No  Scruple  to  be  made  of  it  ;  but 
that’s  not  much  their  Concern.  They  cry, 
we  are  the  mod  unintelligible  Part  of  the 
whole  Sydem.  —  When  an  Afs  climbs  a 

Ladder , 


(  IX  ) 

Ladder,  you  may  find  Wifdom  in  us,  and 
all  that  *,  tho’  I  think  we  may  retort  it 
upon  them  ;  for  wife  Men  are  like  Timber- 
trees  in  an  Hedge,  only  here  and  there  one. 

We  are  Contradictions,  truly, - Prudes, 

- Coquets, - very  Copies  of  old 

Mother  Eve,  who  was  as  bad  as  the  Serpent 
could  make  her  *,  for  fhe  was  form’d,  fay 
they,  but  at  fix  in  the  Morning,  eat  the  Ap¬ 
ple  by  nine,  and  brought  a  Curfe  upon  her 
Husband,  and  all  his  Pofterity,  before  Night. 

* - As  to  our  being  defign’d  as  Bleffings  to 

them,  the  ungracious  Wretches  fly  in  our 
Faces,  and  flatly  deny  it,  fwaggering  and 
fwearing  they  ate  ready  to  prove,  from  feve- 
ral  old  MSS,  they  have  confulted  upon  the 
Point,  that  it  is  all  a  meer  Interpolation  \ 
tho’,  I  believe,  they  can  no  more  juftify  their 
Pofition,  than  the  Spaniards  their  Depreda¬ 
tions  on  our  Merchant  men. - ’Tis  even 

Treafon  to  name  a  Woman  to  them,  and 
they  are  more  alarm’d  at  it,  than  a  raw, 
young  Soldier  in  his  firfi:  Campaign,  when 
he  is  ready  to  fwoon  at  the  Sight  of  a  Sword 

or  Piflol.  - They  vow,  we  exceed  the 

Banbury  Tinkers,  who  are  famous  for  mend¬ 
ing  one  Hole,  and  making  three. - If  a 

young  Fellow  gives  them  but  an  Handle  to 
lufpebt  the  leaf!  Grain  of  Love  in  his  Peri¬ 
cranium,  a  Commiffion  of  Lunacy,  Bank¬ 
ruptcy,  and  what  not,  iflues  prefently  out 
againfi:  him.  All  the  Pope’s  Anathema’s, 
againft  the  Perfon  who  lately  pilfer’d  his 
Medals,  weigh  light  to  the  Meafures  they 
take  in  this  Cafe.  ’Tis  incredible  too,  how 
very  ready  all  younger  Brothers  are  upon 

thefo 
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thefe  Occafions ;  a  Room  in  Bedlam  is  or¬ 
dered,  or  an  Elegy  befpoke  of  the  Bell-man 
in  a  trice. 

^  But  why  all  this  Rancour  againft  us, 
poor  harmlefs  Creatures !  who  deferve  it 
not? 

A .  Oh  !  the  Cafe  is  plain.  They  make  it 
one  of  the  earliefl  Rudiments  of  infant 
Knowledge,  that  Women  are  never  to  ftir 
from  home  but  three  Times  in  their  whole 
Lives,  /.  e .  when  they  are  chriften’d,  marri¬ 
ed,  buried.  — The  Turkiflo  Difcipline  boafts, 
indeed,  a  fort  of  unconfin’d  Authority, 
which  makes  their  Wives,  poor,  patient 
Turtles!  fawn  like  Spaniels  upon  their  in- 
fulting  Yoke-mates.  But  our  European  La¬ 
dies  are  entire  Strangers  to  ail  this  pretended 

arbitrary  Power. - It’s  a  meer  Paradox  to 

them. - — I  fuppofe  the  Difference  of  their 

Complexions  may  be  a  good  deal  owing  to 
the  Climates  ;  the  various  Influences  of  hot 
and  cold  unqueflionably  producing  various 
Effedls  upon  the  Geniufes  of  the  Natives.— 
They  have  not  in  Eurh y  the  fmalleft  Parr  in 
domeilick  Affairs,  but  are  fhut  up  in  long 
Apartments,  like  our  Hofpitals,  guarded  too 
by  a  Number  of  induftrious  Eunuchs,  and 
quite  excluded  from  the  Society  of  Men  above 
10  Years  old.  TheReafon  given  for  all  this 
is,  that,  truly,  they  are  not  able  to  refill  the 
fmallefl  Temptation  any  favourable  Oppor¬ 
tunity  offers  them.  Now,  I  fancy,  the  Vice  of 
Incontinency  is  no  more  hereditary  to  them, 
than  other  People,  and  therefore  can  halve 
it  into  nothing;  but  their  unnatural  Confine- 

O 

ment.~— No  publick  Meetings  at  Park,  Ball, 
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Ring,  Theatre,  &c.-  or  any  ether  honoura¬ 
ble  Liberties  are  tolerated  there,  but  air  are 
grave,  referv’d,  andfolitary.  Thus,  I  ima¬ 
gine,  our  Wifeacres  would  padlock  u*,  if 
they  could  j  but  I  can’t  much  praife  their 
Policy,  fhould  they  attempt  it.  for  it’s,  a 
good  old  Proverb,  worth  their  Remem¬ 
brance  too,  that  Wit  without  Wifdom  aits  c- 

tber  Men's  Meat ,  and  its  own  Fingers. - 

Gravity,  Circumfpedtion,  and  Severity  of 
Manners,  are  Talents  not  at  all  compatible 
with  Good-breeding  in  this  Part  of  the  World. 
9Tis  certainly  againft  all  Chronology  for  15 
to  be  50.  Our  Spoufes  Condefcenfion  we 
regard  as  our  undoubted  Privilege  in  Great - 
Britain  }  and,  I  doubt  nor,  fome  old  Re¬ 
cords  or  other  would  fhew  it,  but  that  they 
have  burnt,  or  fome  how  made  away  with 
them,  the  better  to  fereen  their  own  ungod¬ 
ly  Negotiations.  ’Tis  quite  out  of  Fafhion 
here  to  (land  obliging  an  eafy  Fool  of  an 
Husband  i  inhead  of  mending  on  their 
Kindnefs,  we  iniult  them  the  more  ;  and, 
you  may  depend  on’r,  the  Reafon  of  all 
their  nonfenfical  Libels  is,  becaufe  we  won’t, 
truly,  fuffer  them  to  encroach  on  our  Rights 
and  Privileges  acknowledged,  due,  and  ac- 
cuflom’d  from  Time  immemorial ;  but  we 
are  not  to  be  intimidated  by  their  blufl’ring 
Menaces,  let  them  fancy  what  they  pleafe. 

But  is  their  no  natural  Reafon  aflign- 
able  for  their  pafiive  Obedience  ? 

A.  Yesfure,  a  very  good  one. - We 

claim  our  Wills  while  we  live,  becaufe  we 

make  none  when  we  die - Husbands,  ’tis 

true,  won’t  allow  this  to  be  any  Argument ; 

they 


they  are  for  ever  informing  us  what  we 
fhould,  and  fhould  not  do,  and  reading 
Ledturcs  on  the  Duty  of  a  Wife  *,  but  they 
are  quite  out  in  their  Politicks,  if  they  be¬ 
lieve  we  are  fuch  poor,  half-fighted  Ninny- 
hammers,  to  hand  flaring  with  a  blufhing 
Ignorance,  amaz’d,  and  quite  confounded 
with  their  monitory  Leffons.  They’ll  gene¬ 
rally  find  an  Orange,  thus  hard  fqueez’d, 
yields  bitter  Juice. 

But  does  not  the  Scripture,  in  pofitive 
Terms,  affert  the  Husband  the  Head  of  the 
Wife? 

A.  As  the  Men  are  fo  very  ready  to  re¬ 
cur  to  any  Help  at  a  dead  Lift,  what  if  we, 
in  our  Turn,  tip  Interpolation  upon  them 

here? - However,  it  may  poffibly  be  a 

wrong  Tranflation,  or  the  Paffage  mifmter- 
preted,  and,  were  we  learn’d  enough  in  Greek 
and  Hebrew  to  read  the  Original,  I  don’t 
in  the  leall  doubt*  but  we  fhould  find  fome- 
thing  of  this  in  the  Cafe;  Befides,  whether 
the  Command  be  univerlal,  or  no,  may  be 
a  Query  •,  I  am  not  of  Opinion  it  extends 
thus  far  North ;  fo  that  feveral  Things 
ought  here  to  be  made  out,  and  that  very 
clearly  too,  e’er  they  pretend  to  take  it  for 
granted,  that  the  Women  were  not  fram’d 
for  Government,  If  we  confuk  the  Le¬ 
gends  of  Antiquity,  we  fhail,  for  the  moll 
part,  find  the  Husband,  looking  as  tho’ 
he  fuck’d  his  Dam  through  an  Hurdle  : 
And  I’m  fare  the  Voice  of  Nature  pro¬ 
claims  no  fuch  Superiorty.  Were  an  An¬ 
gel  therefore  to  bid  me  refign  my  Privi- 

D  leges* 
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leges,  I  fhould  queftion  the  Validity  of  his 
Commiftion. 

^  This  is  fhewing  a  due  Reverence  for 
our  Liberties,  and  a  true  Britijh  female 
Spirit.  Let  me  hear  thee  now  rehcarfe 
the  Articles  of  thy  Creed. 

A.  Firft  then,  I  do  believe,  I  came  into 
the  World  by  Mamma’s  Means,  but  not  that 
I  am  one  Jot  obliged  to  her  ;  becaufe,  what 
fhe  did  was  to  tickle  her  own  Fancy,  and 
the  Law  forces  Madam  to  maintain  me. 

In  the  next  Place,  I  do  hereby  acknow^ 
ledge  myfelf  bound  (not  in  Duty  tho’)  to 
mind  whatfoever  fhe  bids  me,  as  alfo  to 
obey  that  old  Huncks,  Jack  pay  for  all ,  my 
fuppos’d  Father  *,  but  for  this  very  Reafon 
only,  that  fhould  I  fay  nay,  they’d  force  me 
to  wear  thefe  fcurvy  Two-months-out-of-fa- 
fhion  Silks  for  half  a  Year  longer,  to  my 
very  great  Mortification. 

But  I  mult  freely  confefs,  that  could  I, 
without  Controul,  claim  the  little  Empire 
of  aligning  my  Refolution  for  my  Reafon, 
born,  as  no  doubt  I  was,  for  my  own  fove- 
reign  Self,  I  would  attempt  to  make  the 
very  Univerfe  obey  ;  and  do  believe,  that, 
by  the  kind  Affiftance  of  a  fubftantial 
Tongue,  I  may,  in  Procefs  of  Time,  be 
enabled  to  rantipole  louder,  than  the  Clare- 
market  Orator ,  at  fuch  as  dare  contradict  my 
Will. 

And  laftly,  as  for  my  Husband,  that  I 
fhall  hereafter  condefcend  to  bubble,  I  do 
verily  believe  he  ought  not  to  have  the 
leaft  Superiority  over  me  ;  and  therefore  am 
determined,  that  tho’  Quadrille  be  my  Re¬ 
ligion, 
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ligion,  and  Cuckoldom  ev’ry  Sabbaths  Me« 
diration  ;  tho’  I  ruin  him  in  Plays,  Mafque- 
rades,  Falhions,  Houfe-keeping,  &c.  tho*  I 
fhould  even  accept  of  my  very  Butler  as  a 
Coadjutor  to  him,* — — he  fhall  be  mum. 

Thefe  are  the  Articles  of  my  Creed,  which 
I  love,  and  will  adhere  to,  to  my  dying 
Day. 

Have  you  any  other  Principles  to 
fleer  by? 

A%  1  a£t  juft  as  Pve  a  Fancy,  right  or 
wrong,  upon  the  Strength  of  my  Beauty  ; 
follow  all  the  new  Falhions,  be  they  never 
fo  ridiculous  ;  flarve  myfelf  and  Family, 
to  maintain  that  Echo  of  Virility,  Faru 
nelli ;  devote  myfelf  entirely  to  Pride, 
Pleafure,  and  Extravagance  ;  pray  as  often 
as  a  Lord  pays  his  Debts  ,  frequent  the 
Theatre,  more  than  the  Church  ;  and 
laugh  at  every  Body,  that  go  thither  for 
their  Devotions,  knowing  it  to  be  all  Hy- 
pocrify.— — 5Tis  as  natural  for  me  to  do 
all  this,  as  for  a  Peacock  to  fpread  its  Tail, 

^3  Whenever  then  you  do  vouch fafe  to 
attend  the  Church-fervice,  it’s  only,  I  pre¬ 
fume,  by  way  of  Amufement. 

A .  On  Purpofe  to  fee  other  Folks  Fine¬ 
ry,  and  to  fhew  my  own :  To  make  an  Af- 
fignation  crofsa  dozen  Pews,  to  fome  whin¬ 
ing  Beaux,  and  to  Hare  the  Devout  out  of 
Countenance  ,  difplay  a  naked  Arm,  or  fo  ; 
then  peep  thro*  my  Fan-flicks,  to  watch 
the  young  Fellows  Eyes,  and  at  the  End  of 
each  Colledt,  in  a  feemingly  humble,  but 
audible  Tone,  cry,  Amen 3  &ca 

D  3 
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Bat  ought  you  not  to  liften  to  the 
Preacher  with  all  Reverence?  Did  not  your 
Godfather  and  Godmothers  promife  to 
enjoyn  you  this  ? 

A.  No,  o’  my  Confcience,  I  fee  no  Ne- 
ceflity  for  ir ;  Sir  Reverence  would  very 
often  preach  me  into  a  Lethargy;  and  as 
to  the  Goflips  at  my  Chrift’ning,  they  ne¬ 
ver  troubled  their  Heads  about  me  after¬ 
wards  ;  and  if  they  had,  indeed,  I  fhould 
not  at  all  think  myfelf  obliged  to  do  it  ;  for, 
according  to  the  very  beft  Accounts  1  ever 
heard  of  them,  they  feem  to  me  to  have 
been  three  very  ridiculous  old  Fools. 

’Tis  your  Duty  to  retire  into  your 
Clofet  Morning  and  Evening  to  fay  your 
Prayers  ;  do  you  not  punctually  obferve  this 
Injunction  ? 

A.  Yes,  verily  ;  in  the  Morning  to  pray 
for  fine  Cloaths  and  Bruffel’s  Heads  ;  at  Night 
for  an  Husband. 

Very  right;  but  however,  you  know 
there  is  a  World  to  come,  fhould  you  not 
often  confider  of  it  ? 

A.  No,  not  at  all;  becaufe  fuch  Reflec¬ 
tions  are  apt  to  give  the  Vapours  ;  and  La¬ 
dies  ought  never  to  moleft  themfelves  with 
any  Thing  ferious,  but  only  build  their  Faith 
on  what  an  humourous  Fancy  fuggefts. 

True ;  but  are  Ladies  then  of  no  par¬ 
ticular  Religion? 

A.  No,  indeed  ;  for,  at  that  Rate,  we 
fhould  be  the  moft  unfafhionable  Creatures 

breathing. - Variety  makes  ev’ry  Thing 

agreeable ;  and  fo  for  one  half  Hour,  it 
may  be,  we  aflfume  the  Chriftian,  at  other 

Times 
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Times  are  Pagans ,  Jews,  Mahometans ,  pr 
whatever  beft  fuits  with  our  Conveniency.  1 
But  what  are  thofe  Principles,  which, 
if  adhered  tos  will  make  a  Lady’s  Life  a- 
greeable  ? 

A.  To  pamper  herfelf,  her  Monkey,  or 
Lap-dog  ;  to  rail  at  and  ridicule  her  Neigh¬ 
bours  ;  to  regard  no  Body  ;  but  to  cozen 
and  defraud  the  Poor,  and  to  quit  Scores 
with  the  Rich  at  the  Expence  of  a  negle&ed 

Husband’s  Reputation. - -To  lie  in  Bed 

till  Noon,  and  to  chafe  away  the  Night  at 
dear  Quadrille. 

Thus  may  each  well-feafon’d  Fair  make 
fhift  to  kill  the  tedious  Hours ;  till,  the  irk- 
fome  Span  of  Life  out-run,  (he  modedly 
commends  herfelf  with  plenteous  Tears  to 
Heaven,  in  a  well-lacquer’d  Face,  and  a 
Froekin. 

Here,  I  think,  then  is  pafs’d  the  Probe 
home,  and,  in  a  fmall  Compafs,  reprefented 
to  you  the  modern  Education  of  the  pretty 
Mijfes  in  a  mod  impartial  Light *,  and  he 
mud  be  a  poor,  hungry,  half-darv’d  Lo*er 
furely,  that  will  dare  to  facrifice  his  Li¬ 
berty  to  a  fhort-lived  Gratification  of  his 
Senfes  ;  and  be  for  ever  manacled  to  die 
dull,  infipid  Arms  of  a  clamorous,  haugh¬ 
ty,  ill-natur’d,  thoughtlefs  Noncon  Woman, 
tofs’d  and  driven  like  a  Vefifel  in  a  Storm, 
without  a  Pilot,  by  every  Tide  of  her  Paf- 
fions. 

Our  modifh  She  Cavaliers ,  I  can’t  pre¬ 
fume  to  deny  it,  count  thefe  very  excellent 
Qualifications  a  mod  extraordinary  En¬ 
courage- 
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couragement  for  coupling,  and  wonder  we 
Men  fhould  turn  tail.  There  is  no  Myftery 
in  Religion,  of  fuch  Difficulty  and  Impor¬ 
tance  as  this  is,  cries  a  certain  famous  Fe- 
•  male  Cafuift.  The  very  Term  Celibacy  is  a 
rough,  choaking  Guttural,  fit  only  to  gargle 
the  Throat  of  an  Highlander,  fays  another. 
Brillante ,  peerlefs  Maid!  fwells  her  whole 
Frame  into  a  molt  enormous  Size  at  the 
naming  a  Batchelor,  and,  with  all  her  Muf- 
cles  cocked  and  primed,  exclaims  againft 
them  with  the  mod  malignant  Energy  of 
Narration,  expanding  her  Mouth  wide,  as 
if  ffie  would  fnap  one  up  like  a  Radiffi,  and 
fighing  with  Envy,  as  a  Citizen  does  at 
the  Smell  of  a  new  Hay-cock.  In  my 
Opinion,  now,  this  Lady  wants  muzzling 

_ _ -Another  quaintly  cries,  You  Batchelors 

want  couching  furely  !  For  ffie  had  much  ra¬ 
ther,  ffie  tells  you,  (pretending  great  Mo- 
defty  and  Caution,  with  a  thoufand  Affeve- 
rations,  and  not  without  a  few  preternatural 
Fluffiings)  impute  it  to  fome  Defedt  or  o- 
ther  in  the  Opticks,  than  believe  we  want 
(Emulating  ;  and  thinks  ’tis  fo  plain  a  Cafe, 
that  no  Spots  were  ever  more  fignificant  in 
a  purple  Fever.  Well  !  the  Eye  will  have 
its*  Quota  of  Diforders,  ’tis  to  be  hop’d,  e’er 
long.  Here’s  freffi  Matter  for  our  celebrated 
Emlifh  Oculist  to  work  on  ;  and  I  make  no 
Queftion,  but  every  Quack  will  be  prefcrib- 
incr  his  Noftrum,  with  a  pompous  Account 
of° the  defpotic  Sovereignty  of  the  Medi¬ 
cine,  in  all  the  Daily  Papers.  They  have 
many  other  Regiments  of  Solutions,  drawn 

up  Rank  and  File,  which  are  too  tedious 

“f  here 
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here  to  mention  ;  ibme  have,  to  approve 
themfelves  in  the  Science,  even  inipeded 
our  Urine,  as  ieveral  Chamber-maids  ^with¬ 
in  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  more  efpecially ) 
are  ready  to  depofe  upon  Oath  *,  others,  in 
Hopes  of  having  the  Secret  communicated 
to  them,  have  been  heathenifh  enough  to 
fa  cr  idee  to  Venus  Genetrix  ;  and  one  poor 

Fellow  they  condemn’d  to  Lithotomy .. - 

A  thoufand  other  fuch  idle  Fancies  have  en¬ 
ter’d  their  Pericraniums3  and  therefore,  me- 
thinks,  it’s  a  great  Pity,  there’s  no  Mind- 
Midwife,  to  deliver  my  good  Country-wo¬ 
men  of  thefe  mental  Pregnancies;- - She 

might  drive  as  fall  as  die  would  into  Prac¬ 
tice. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  it’s  plain  I 
ought  not  to  be  lued  for  Defamation, 
fhould  I  fay,  that  Matrimony  is  the  very* 
fir  ft  Thought  that  enters  a  Lady’s  Head, 
and  the  lad  that  gets  out  of  it.  ’Tis 
agreed  on  all  Hands,  that  my  fair  Coun¬ 
try-women  never  think  themfelves  com- 
pleatly  happy,  till  they  gain  each '  a  Mo¬ 
nopoly  of  Lovers,  or  an  Husband,  whom 
they  look  upon  as  contrived  merely  for 
their  Biverfion,  and  ufe  them  as  Children 

do  their  Bawbles. - — —  But,  be  that  as  it 

will,  fued  or  not,  I  cannot  for  my  own  Part, 
I  own,  think  any  of  the  foregoing  Schemes 
will  in  the  leaft  tend  to  difcover  the  Caufe, 
or  Seat  of  the  Malady.  It  quite  paffes  my 
Conception,  what  Budnefs  the  far-fam’d 
Ophthalmic  Loft  or  can  have  to  do  in  the 
Cafe.  As  great  a  Son  of  Pa  an  as  he  is, 
I  can’t  fee  what  Succefs  he  can  promile 

himfelf. 
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himfelf,  (no  Detra&ion  to  his  Skill)  fhould 
he,  when  applied  to,  undertake  us.  As  to 
their  turning  Pifs-prophets ,  (and  no  doubt 
they  criticize  on  Ordure  too  •, — Pity  they 
don’t  publifh  their  Ob/ervations)  I  confefs,  I 
can’t  help  fmiling  at  a  Fancy  fo  uncommon 
and  fundamentally  low.  Your  cool,  faga- 
cious  Heads  generally  cry  up,  Medio  tutijji - 
mus\  but  this  Scheme  is  feveral  Fathoms 
below  it.  A  Painter  of  Genius  and  Hu¬ 
mour  might  draw  a  good  Pitture  enough 
of  them  in  Confultation  •,  and  this  Proceed¬ 
ing  of  their's  may  furnifh  us  out  a  little 
Mirth  o’er  a  Bottle,  or  fo  ;  but,  I  fear,  won’t 
greatly  tend  to  the  Advancement  of  medi¬ 
cinal  Knowledge.  I  am  not  of  Opinion 
Didr e ticks  would  be  material  here,  or  that 
ahifting  our  Worjhips  Abdomens ,  whether  by 
Clyfters  or  otherwife,  would  do  any  Ser¬ 
vice.  I  never  faw  their  Vade-mecum  indeed, 
but  I  am  told  it  is  as  beneficial  to  the  Com¬ 
monwealth,  as  Dr .  Salmon’s  Difpenfatory  was 
allowed  to  be;  nor  do  I  know  any  Thing 
of  their  Modus  Prcefcribendi ;  but  my  Mind 
ftrangely  mif-gives  me,  if  Galen  and  Hippo¬ 
crates  indidt  them  not  for  Empiricks  in  the 
next  World!  The  famous  Pill  (if  in  any 
Cafe)  is  good  here,  I  fancy ;  as  ’tis  an  U- 
niverfal  Remedy ,  ’tis  doubtlefs  Antimaniac  ; 
and  I  think  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  take 
it,  and  then,  if  it  fails  of  the  defired  Suc- 
cefs,  proper  Meafures  fhould  be  thought  on, 
by  the  civil  Power,  to  confine  them,  e’er 
they  contribute  to  people  the  lower  Regions 

with  their  Pharmacy. - Two  Quacks  in  a 

Century  are  enough  in  Confcience. 

But 
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But  f  would  gladly  know,  to  what  End 
is  all  this  Caprice,  this  making  Mountains 
of  Mole-hills  ?  What  Neceflity  for  all  their 
microfcopical  Chamber-pot ,  and  Clofe-jiool 
Animadverfions  £  their  Hog  and  Dcg-noffic $9 
as  they  call  them  their  Arcana ,  and  the 
L — d  knows  what  ?  The  Cafe  is  plain  e- 
nough  without  trefpaffing  on  the  Province 
of  the  Phyficians,  furely  ;  but  they  love  to 
projed  a  Parcel  of  (I  know  not  what)  idle 
Schemes,  even  how  to  eat  their  Meals,  and 
drink  Tea.  Pm  inform’d  there’s  a  particular 
Ceremony  the  Women  make  ufe  of,  when 
they  go  ito  dr — t  ;  and  that  a  certain  languid 
Lady,  of  inflexible  Compofure  in  her  Phyfi- 
ognomy,  always  travels  to  the  Vault  in  her 
Coach  and  four. 

A  natural  Vivacity,  fpotlefs  Deportment, 
and  unaffeded  Modefty,  free  from  all  the 
peevifh,  fufpicious  Formalities  of  the  Prude, 
are  the  mod  diftinguifhing  Ornaments  of 
the  female  Sex,  and  equally  as  conducive  to 
their  Advantages,  asprodudive  of  our  warn¬ 
ed  Wifhes  and  Efleem. - —They  even 

whiten  to  our  very  View,  and,  amiably  tri¬ 
umphant  o’er  the  mythologick  Senfe  of 
Wealth  and  Fortunes ,  dare  and  defy  us  not  to 
kneel  to  Love.  Such,  fuch  were  the  rich 

Qualifications  of  a  Roman  Matron  ; - 

even  the  flighted  Surmife  Was  of  the  mod 
dangerous  Confequence,  and  Cajar* s  Wife,  ir 
but  fufpeded,  would  have  been  arraigned, 
found  guilty,  been  condemn’d,  have  differ’d. 

And  here  prefents  herfelf  to  view,  and 
frniles  in  beauteous  Agony,  the  dear  Roman 
Heroine  Lucrece •  Oh  !  happy,  unhap- 

E  ‘ 
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py  Collatinus ,  in  the  fame  Inftant,  bleft  and 
curft  with  the  luxuriant  Virtues  of  thy 

Wife! - Vile!  degenerate!  I  know  noc 

what  to  call  thee,  Parquin ,  Ravifher,  that 
robb’d’fl  her  of  her  Life,  her  Honour  ! 

One  Inftance  more. - How  gracefully, 

how  affectionately  did  the  pleas’d  Arria  drag 
the  reeking  Dagger  from  her  Side,  and 

fmilmg  fwim  in  Death! - Nobly  woven 

in  her  Husband’s  Fate,  think  how  fhe  faints, 

fhe  falls ! - Down  by  her  Side  finks  the 

thrice  happy  Peetus,  and  in  gentle  Strife  both 
flutter’d  into  Eternity,  bathing  in  one  com¬ 
mon  Crimfon  Stream  ! 

Was  thus  the  Welfare  of  both  Parties  vir¬ 
tually  included  in  each  other’s,  little  would 
there  have  needed  the  famous  Jus  trium  hi - 
berorum ,  in  Honour  of  a  married  State,  or 
thofe  many  Difcouragements  annexed  to  Ce¬ 
libacy. - %  But  even  in  thofe  early  Times, 

may  we  meet  with  the  feveral  Degrees  of 
your  mere  Wives,  Body-buffs,  &c.  (fo  vene¬ 
rably  ancient  are  they )  and  where  then  mud 
we  expedt  your  Arria ,  your  Lucretia ,  now  ? 

Were  the  Women  as  little ,  as  they  are  good, 

A  Peafe-cod  would  buy  them  a  Gown  and  a  Hood. 

For  my  own  Part,  Pve  often  imagined, 
that  Dame  Nature,  over  benign  to  fome  very 
few,  exhaufted  her  whole  Store  upon  them  *, 
refolving,  in  Pity  to  Mankind  that  fince  the 
too  generous  Husband  ever  joyfully  (nay, 
and  I  might  fay  with  Pride,)  refign’d  his 
Brearh,  in  requital  to  the  endearing  Objedt  of 
his  Willies,  wno  made  Perdition  fweet ;  he 

fhould 
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fhould  thereafter  be  the  better  diverted* 
from  fuch  a  zealous  Piece  of  Madnefs,  by 
the  many  Fripperies  and  fantaftick  Scapes 
the  Sex  have,  ever  fince  thofe  Halcyon  Days, 
been  addidled  to  ;  and  this  may  poffibly 
be  affigned  as  a  Reafon,  why  the  Billing  f- 
gate  Shrew  is  at  prefent  as  eafy  and  eligible 
a  Confort  as  moft  of  our  Cauftick  Wives. 

A  bad  Excufe  is  better  than  none  at  all  ; 
and,  I  don’t  doubt,  but  my  Country  women 
will  be  ready  enough  to  fnap  at  any  Thing 
to  vindicate  their  Imperfections,  But  here 
I  muft  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  this  Con¬ 
jecture,  by  the  by,  was  no  ways  defign’d  to 
eclipfe  their  Failings  ;  and  would  at  belt 
prove  but  a  lame  Apology  for  the  modern 
Reign  of  Gallantry  and  Indifcretion  •,  fince 
how  much  foever  we  fhould  grant  Nature 
to  have  degenerated  from  the  wonted  Equa¬ 
lity  of  her  Diftributions,  yet  the  mofif  fenny, 
barren  Soil  might  be  fo  far  improved  by 
proper  Care  and  Culture,  as  to  yield  even  a 
Wildernefs  of  Sweets,  and  all  the  flowing  Q- 
dours  of  Caffia ,  Hard,  and  Balm. 

But  here  they’ll  again  take  ftielter,  and 
tell  us,  that  during  their  infant  State,  when 
the  Mind  is  moft  dudlile  and  capable  of 
Imprefiion,  they  were  wholly  confign’d  over 
to  the  very  beneficial  Management  and 
Care  of  a  conniving  Mam  or  Auntee ,  whofe 
Pafiions  were  perhaps  in  a  continual  Jar 
with,  and  for  the  moft  Part  over- rul’d,  their 
Reafon  •,  and  that  all  their  Slips  and  Unre- 
fervednefs  we  now,  perhaps  too  juft! y,  com¬ 
plain  of,  are  the  unhappy  Refults  of  Pre~ 

judice  and  Education.  — : - If  their  Go- 

E  2  vernefs 
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vcrnefs  Lyce ,  who  carries  Memento  mori  in 
her  moft  autumnal  Phyfiognomy,  mult 
needs  ufe  the  famous,  beautifying,  du  Sa¬ 
von  Liquids,  with  a  thoufand  other  Dodfor’s 
Cofmeticks,  and  perfonate  a  raw,  undiftin- 
g u i Idling,  giddy  Girl  of  fifteen,  the  Sandlity 
of  her  Dodtrine  will  doubtlefs  be  agreeable 
to  the  Severity  of  her  Sentiments*,  and  thus, 
being  not  fufficiently  fenced  againft  the  too 
inviting  Excurfions  and  unfeafonable  Li¬ 
berties  of  a  perverfe,  degenerate  Age,  ’tis  no 
Wonder,  that  the  poor  thoughtlefs  Minions 
become,  as  ’twere,  neceffitated  ever  after  to 
walk  in  the  Trammels  of  holly.  Wanton- 
nefs  and  Intrigue. 

Obferve  now,  Batchelors  all ,  how  very 
ready  thefe  fame  Upftarts  are  to  fly  to  any 
Thing  for  Sanction  i  and  why  fhould  we 
then  fcruple  to  think,  that  if  they  fhould 
ever  happen  to  tip  their  Husbands  a  Pair 
of  Horns,  or  fo,  they  would  not  tell  them 
they  might  have  watch’d  their  Waters  bet¬ 
ter.  - Hold,  hold,  dear  pretty  Mijjes , 

fair  and  foftly  goes  far. - True,  your 

over  and  above  good-natur’d  Superinten- 
dant  may  have  been  in  Fault,  and  I  blufh 
to  think  that  great  Part  of  the  Blame  may 
bejuftly  enough  fhifted  off  upon  her,  for 
not  contributing  more  to  the  Reformation  of 
your  Manners,  inflead  of  learning  you  to 

build  Paper  Towns  and  Houfes. - And 

may  this  Cenfure  of  your’s  caution  them  all, 
againft  grudging  you  their  Frowns  and  Me¬ 
naces  for  the  future  *,  and  lay  them  under 
an  indifpenfible  Obligation  to  exert  the  Au¬ 
thority  delegated  to  them  upon  all  proper 

Occa- 
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Gccafions ;  a  little  more  at  lea  ft  than  of 
late  they’ve  been  prevail’d  upon  to  do.— 
But,  by  the  by,  flying  in  their  Faces  will 
never  fajve  the  Sore  j  you,  you  yourfelves, 
have  been  too  blame. 

However,  fince  you  feem  to  lay  fuch 
mighty  Strefs  on  the  latter  Part  of  your 
Argument,  pray  let’s  e’en  fift  it  a  little ; 
*  You  are  not  fenced,  lay  you,  fufficiently 
4  againft  the  many  inviting  Excurlions,  &cm 
4  of  a  perverfe,  degenerate  Age,  and  fo,  poor 
4  Minions,  become  as  ’twere  neceflltated  to 
4  be  Fools.  ’  > — — —  This  is  ftepping  forth, 
you  fay,  to  do  Juftice  to  yourfelves,  for- 
footh. — —Wife  and  wonderful  !  And  is  not 
this  publickly  defending  univerfal  Anarchy 
and  Confufion  ?  — —  Fie,  fie  ;  Example, 
we  all  grant,  is  a  living  Law,  and,  cry  you, 
the  Age  is  degenerate  j  learn  then  by  other’s 
Miftakes  to  corred,  not  palliate,  your  own. 

Experience  teaches  us,  bow  the  more  ju¬ 
dicious  Part  of  Mankind,  by  their  own  In- 
duftry  and  Application,  have  fubtilized  and 

refined  a  very  gew-gaw  Education. - - 

Look  now  but  inwardly  a  while,  and  I  dare 
promife  you’ll  all  readily  enough  agree,  that, 
in  Refped  of  your  Intellects,  you  are  at 
leaft  on  the  fame  Level  with  ourfelves  ;  nay, 
if  I  am  not  much  miftaken,  1  have  before 
now  heard  forne  of  you  contend  for  a  Su¬ 
periority  in  the  Accomplijflhments,  as  well  of 
your  Minds  as  Perfons ,  and  why,  if  this  be 
true,  fhould  you  chufe  to  eclipfe  the  Radiancy 
of  your  Talents  with  a  fiditious  Luftre,  rather 
tlian  fatisfy  Mankind  with  a  generous  Ema¬ 
nation  of  your  natural  Genius  and  Perfec¬ 
tions? 
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tions? - This  very  Article  will,  I  fear, 

more  than  counter-balance  the  Merits  of  your 
Caufe. 

Should  1  pretend  to  carp  at  ev’ry  fingle 
Peccadillo,  (as  the  complaifant  Beau  monde 
are  pleafd  to  term  the  Sex’s  greatefl  Foibles) 
I  very  much  question,  if  I  fhould  have  done 
writing  till  Doomfday  *,  and  that  to  no  great 
Purpofe  neither,  fince  they  would  be  full  as 
conftant  to  them  as  the  Needle  to  the  North- 

Pole. - Befides,  for  ought  I  know,  fuch 

an  Undertaking  might  occafion  a  general 
Dearth  of  Chriltian  Ink  and  Paper  to  the 
no  fmall  Mortification  of  the  IVould-be-wits , 
&c.  who  would  prefently  defire  the  Favour 
of  me  to  bring  my  Scroll  into  a  more  rea- 
fonable  Compafs  and,  with  a  Murrain  on 
me,  to  confider  a  little  the  Birth  right  and 
Splendida  Bills  of  both  my  learned  and  un¬ 
learned  Brethren  of  the  Quill. 

!  fnall  therefore  difmifs  my  female  Anta- 
goniils  with  the  following  feafonable  Ad¬ 
monition,  that  if  to  get  a  good  Husband  be 
the  leading  Paffion  of  every  Britijh  fair  one, 
nothing  will  obftruct  the  defired  End  fo 
much  as  their  prefent  ill-judg’d  Liberties, 
or  an  unwary  Game  at  Romps  •,  which,  tho’ 
they  poffibly  may  tickle  the  pretty  Fancies 
of  forne  finical,  puny-fac’d,  prowling  Beauy 
or  poetical  Haber  dajher,  will  at  the  laft  bring 
no  other  Grid  than  a  deal  of  Powder,  a 
few  Toys  from  Helicon ,  a  Draught  of  the 
Fountain  Hippocrene ,  or  a  Jointure  in  Par - 
najfus  *,  and  are  quite  different  Confiderations, 
than  ufually  take  Place,  with  a  Man  of  Senfe, 
in  the  Choice  of  a  Y/ife. 
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.My  next  Defign  is,  to  fpeak  fomething  in 
Behalf  of  ourfelves,  and  a  fingle  Life  ;  and 
tho’  from  what  has  been  already  laid,  one 
might  realbnably  enough  conclude  you  are 
in  no  very  uxorious  Cue,  yet,  I  can  pro- 
mife  you,  ’twill  not  be  amifs  to  prevent  a 
hot  Fit,  or  fo,  by  taking  the  following  fo- 
vereign  Antmatrimonial  Cathartic,  made  up 
of  a  few  Confiderations  on  the  Difadvan- 

tages  of  Wedlock.- - —  It  will,  I  believe, 

perfectly  eradicate  all  the  dreadful  Effedts 
of  a  pretty  Face,  glance  of  an  Eye,  or 
Bride-cake  ;  is  eafy  in  its  Operation  *  keeps 
the  Body  cool  and  temperate,  and  prefen tly 
rectifies  the  vitiated  Blood  and  Juices,  with 
all  the  concomitant  Palpitations  of  the 
Heart,  by  deftroying  them  Root  and  Branch, 
as  thoufands  in  the  moft  deplorable  Circuni- 
ftances  have  experienced  to  their  un  fpeak  able 
Comfort  and  Satisfaction. 

Ifc  Then,  when  cool  upon  your  Pillow,, 
a  Confideradon  on  the  Weaknefs  of  Wo¬ 
men’s  Natures,  6  which  ( lays  a  good,  tho8 
‘  anonymous  Authorj  being  attended  with 
c  over-much  Heat  and  Humidity,  makes 
c  them  in  general  more  inclinable  to  Vice* 
*  than  the  Men,  that  nobler  and  more  fub- 
4  ftantiai  Part  of  the  Creation.’  And  if  this 
be  the  Cafe,  as  there  is  little  or  noReafbn  to 
doubt  it  is,  if  there  is  a  Depravity  in  their 
very  Conftitutions  (which,  I  have  already 
fhewn  you.,  has  been  well  improved  by 
Education)  Youth  and  Beauty  can  never 
iuuice  for  the  Want  of  Sobriety  and  Virtue, 
nor  guard  us  a  gain  ft  the  almoft  perpetual 
Hurricane  of  their  Pa  (Hons. 
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From  fuch  their  Amazonian  Compofition, 

I  fuppofe  it  is,  that  every  Day,  I  had  almoft 
faid  every  Hour,  every  Moment  affords  us 
incontedable  Proofs,  how  that  the  mod  im¬ 
placable  Enmity  and  Inquietudes  betwixt 
Husband  and  Wife  proceed,  for  the  mod 
part,  from  the  (lighted  Surmifes,  and  Things 
of  the  veried  trifling  Signification  ;  as,  whe¬ 
ther  two  Two-penny  Cakes  are  not  better 
than  a  Groat  Cheefe-cake  *,  or  boil’d  Cock 
and  Bacon  as  fafhionable  a  Difh  on  Shrove - 
Tuefday ,  as  Chine  and  Turkey  at  Chriftmas a 
A  certain  fat,  frefh-colour’d  Lady  of  my 
Acquaintance  threw  a  Bowl  of  an  ill- 
fcented  Liquor  of  her  own  making  at  her 
Husband’s  Head,  for  not  approving  the 
Price  and  Colour  of  her  Damask,  and  in¬ 
filling  ’twas  of  no  Edification  to  him  to 
know,  by  what  particular,  odd  Accident  . 
ike  was  fo  happy  as  to  light  of  it ;  or  to  be 
told  the  Difference  between  cheap’ning  Silks 
on  Ludgate  Hill,  and  Covent  harden  :  And 
Snub/y  proclaim’d  downright  War  with  her’s, 
for  ridiculing  her  pretended  great  Erudition 
in  Coffee-grounds.  Thus,  you  fee,  the  lead 
Contradiction  (which  fhould  rather  awaken 
their  Attention  than  Paifion)  makes  them 
Tally  out,  all  at  random,  into  the  utmod 
Indignation. 

,  **  4  * 

- They  catch  it  quick. 

As  Stubble  does  the  Flame.  — - 

Now  both  can  never  wear  the  Breeches, 
tlat’s  certain  •,  and,  fhould  we  even  fuppofe 
the  Man  (for  ’tis  not  impoflible  but  he  might) 

and 
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and  each  one  has  his  peculiar  Faults  and 
Fancies^  to  have  been  guilty  of  fome  Inad¬ 
vertency,  nay,  of  the  greateft  Follies  or 
Debauchery,  yet  ’tis  an  old  Saying,  That 
the  Joy  of  Jerufalem  depends  on  the  Peace  of 
Sion  *,  and  Obftinacy  is  but  provocative  of 
itfelf,  whereas  an  obliging  Condefcenfion  to 
the  prefent  Hurry  of  his  Soul,  and  a  judici¬ 
ous  avoiding  of  Conteft,  would  prove  a 
greater  Reiterative  of  conjugal  Affection, 
and  fooner  difpel  the  gathering  Cloudy  thari 
the  moil  fafhionable  Shield,  (a  Joint-ftool* 
for  Inftarice)  or  high  Words  and  Rhodo- 
tnontade.  The  molt  hardy  and  rugged 
Difpofitions  are  frequently  new-moulded  by 
the  foft  Airs  of  Addrefs,  and  the  engaging 
Methods  of  Perfuafion  and  Kindnefs;  A 
few  well-tim’d  Endearments  would  incapa¬ 
citate  him  to  take  Occafions  of  Offence,  td 
ever  adt  contrary  to  the  Principles  of  hi3 
Reafon  and  Duty  ;  but  a  wealthy  Fund  of 
Ill  Nature,  and  a  termagant,  over-bearing 
Tongue*  juft  the  reverfe  of  Fenus’s  quilted 
Ceftusi  prove  more  fatal  in  their  Transforma¬ 
tions,  than  a  Circaan  Draught; 

The  fpy-fault  Seafdn  is  before  that  irre- 
verfible  Decree,  the  bridal  Tie ;  and  none 
ftlould  afterwards,  in  Penitence  or  Pity* 
dare  to  divulge  the  facred  Bitter ,  or  the 

Sweet  •, - —  yet,  look  we  but  different 

Ways,  on  every  Side  may  we  view  two  cap¬ 
tive  Bodies  in  one  wretched  Link  ;  — —  the 
genial  Bed,  a  more  deadly  Mifchief,  than 
Deianira*$  poifonous  Revenge,  and  even 

burning  with  Excremity  of  Coldnefs. - — - 

Thus  is  the  kind,  heavenly  Lenitive  for 

F  Difcori- 
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Difcontent  rcndred  inefficacious,  by  an  eter¬ 
nal  Round  of  drong  Antipathy  and  Woe* 

Oft  may  we  hear  the  Conduct  of  the  mod 
affable,  bed-bred  Man  alive,  our  Friend  or 
Acquaintance,  called  in  Queftion,  and  ful- 
lied  by  his  re-echoing,  ALolijlical  Harradan. 
She  alone  takes  Umbrage  at  his  Proceed¬ 
ings.  - To  her  he  is  quite  otherwife,  tho’ 

a  well-known,  poor,  lubmiffive  Slave,  fo 
very  crouch’d  and  brow-beaten,  fo  exqui- 
fitely  fenfible  of  Reflraint,  that  he  mud,  if 
commanded  to  rock  the  Cradle,  and  fing  huU 
laby,  not  even  dare  to  look  negatively  •,  and 
yet  fo  irreclaimable,  forfooth,  and  favage  to 
that  fweet  fupplemental  Self  of  his,  that  no 
good  Offices  can  oblige  him  ^ — A  very  Mid¬ 
night  Brute,  regardful  of  nothing  but  the 
loofe  Scapes  of  Paffion,  Wine,  Dice  and 
Harlots. 

Philander ,  if  I  may  fo  fay,  feems  really 
to  have  degenerated  from  himfelf,  grows 
quite  fottiffi,  and,  from  a  Brisknefsof  Tem¬ 
per  and  Conversion,  is  become  fullen  and 
incondant  ;  fhews  not  fo  much  as  a  faint 
Refemblance  of  his  pridine  Zeal  for  the 
once  favourite  Goddeis  of  his  Affcdtions  ; 
nor  is  any  Place  fo  naufeous  to  him  as  his 
Home.  He  lives  as  tho*  he  were  her  Neigh¬ 
bour  only,  will  have  nothing  in  common 
with  her,  aud  feems  perfedtly  unacquainted 
with  her  very  Name. — In  fhort,  you  would 
take  him  to  be  no  ways  interested  in  the 
family,  and  that  he  had  actually  forgot 
he  had  ever  taken  Roxana  to  his  wedded 
Wife. 
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What  impertinent  Whimfy,  Philander , 
has  made  thee  fo  ftrangely  to  alienate  thy- 
felf  from  one  whom  thou  haft  chofen  for 
thy  infeparable  Companion,  and,  as  fuch, 
ought’ft  to  love  and  refped  her  !  Whence 
then  all  this  Rcftleffnefs  of  Mind,  this  Ine¬ 
quality  of  Temper,  this  Inconftancy  of  Af¬ 
fection,  this  Phrenzy,  this  Silence,  this  De- 

fpair  ?  - Speak,  fpeak  the  cruel  Caufe  ; 

finkeft  thou  under  the  galling  Weight  of 

thy  publick,  or  private  Affairs? - Hah  ! 

art  thou  tortur’d  by  domeftic  Broils  ?  A- 
las  !  Ms  to  no  Purpofe  to  kick,  as  you  have 

put  on  the  Fetters  - -if  once  the  Prieft 

has  join’d  your  Hands, 

fret  e’er  fo  much ,  you  mu  ft  comply 

Po  bear  the  matrimonial  Pie  : 

Once  bound  the  Female  and  the  Male , 

Phe  one  is  only  f  other’s  Bail. 

Pity  it  is,  you’ll  fay,  perhaps,  that  the 
fame  Privileges  fhould  not  be  allowed  the 
Englifh ,  as  the  Chineje .  Having  Occafion 
formerly  to  travel  into  thofe  Parts,  being 
entertained  by  a  Mandarin  one  Day3  among 
other  of  their  Cuftoms,  he  informed  me, 
that  they  were  at  full  Liberty  to  fell  their 
Wives,  the  very  Moment  they  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  exercife  their  Lungs,  and  that  they 
put  them  up  by  Auction.  If  this  Pra&ice 
was  allowed  here  in  England ,  I  make  no 
Scruple,  but  we  fhould  have  Au&ions  in 
every  Town  throughout  the  Kingdom,  each 
Day  in  the  Week.  The  Adverti ferments  in 

F  2 ,  the 


(  44  ) 

the  Daily  Papers ,  on  this  Occafion,  would, 
no  Doubt,  bring  in  a  confiderable  Revenue  \ 
jt’s  almoft  impoffible  to  conceive,  how  large¬ 
ly  the  Article  of  Parfons  Wives  only  would 
contribute,  if  fuch  a  Scheme  were  to  be  fet 
on  foot.  I  would  recommend  it  to  the 
learned  Orator  of  Clare-7narketx  to  be  very 
pathetic  upon  this  Subject,  the  next  Time 
he  mounts  !  I  dare  fay,  he  need  not  in  the 
lead  fear  a  crowded  Audience. 

Scolding ,  however,  by  this  Cuftom,  we 
may  perceive,  is  not  peculiar  to  the  Europe - 
a  ns  only  ;  but  extends  to  all  Points  of  the 
Compafs.  They  exprefs  it  in  China  by  a 
Word  that  fignifies  Bleating  ;  the  Sound  pro¬ 
duced  being  quite  different  in  Tone  to  what 
it  is  in  thefe  Parts ;  becaufe,  the  Medium 
of  Air  beifig  not  fo  denle  in  China,  as  in 
thefe  Northern  Climates,  the  Voice  is  not 
fo  eafily  heard.  I  have  been  told  tho’, 
that,  as  by  Multiplying-glafTes  one  Thing 
is  reprefented  to  the  Eye  as  many  ;  fo,  by 
a  proper  Polyphone,  the  Ladies  have  there 
contrived,  one  Sound  may  be  heard  as  ma¬ 
ny,  and  that  either  in  the  fame  or  a  diffe¬ 
rent  Note.  They  have  likewife  their  Mi¬ 
crophones ,  or  magnifying  Sound-inflruments, 
fo  ordered,  that  they  fhall  render  the  moil 
minute  Sound  in  Nature  diftinctly  audible, 
by  magnifying  it  to  any  Loudnefs,  fo  as  to 
be  heard,  if  they  pleafe,  fome  Leagues  off. 
They  tell  tne,  one  of  each  of  thefe  Inftru- 
ments  has  been  lately  brought  into  England ; 
but  I  hope  for  no  other  Ufe,  than,  if  a  War 
fhould  happen  to  break  our  between  us  and 
the  contending  Powers,  to  furprife  the  Ene¬ 
my. 

.  *  j  • 
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lBy.  A  Whifper  by  the  laft  of  them,  viz* 
the  Microphone ,  may  be  made  ,as  loud  as  a 
the  Shot  of  a  Cannon,  and  Woe  betide  the 
poor  Husband,  if  they  are  to  be  produc’d 
upon  every  trifling  Squabble.  The  Elation 
of  their  natural  Voices  is  ample  Penance 
for  the  worft  Offences  ;  they  need  no  Affiff 
tance  of  Art,  I  am  fure.  All  the  World 
knows  they  may  fupport  their  own  Confti- 
tutions  by  them,  againft  Enemies  of  all 
Complexions,  and  Oppofltion  in  every  Shape. 
There’s  fcarce  a  married  Man  in  the  King¬ 
dom,  but  knows  with  how  little  Succefs  he* 

has  afferted  the  Caufe  of  Liberty,  when 

•  * 

once  they  began  to  dilcharge  their  Artil¬ 
lery.  The  Reception  he  has  met  with  has 
been  generally  fo  very  warm,  he  has  been 
glad  to  abandon  it,  and  capitulate  on  the 
beff  Terms  he  could. 

Were  the  Conflidt  fhort,  it  might  be 
fomething  more  tolerable  -s  but  the  worft  is, 
they  have  never  done  harping  on  the  fame 
String.  Not  one  in  fifty  ever  fofren  into  Si¬ 
lence,  till  they  have  claw’d  and  curry’d  us 

to  fome  Purpofe. - - -The  learned  Buxtorf 

tells  us,  the  Jewijh  Rabbins  laid  it  down  as 
a  Maxim,  that  Prayer  multiplied  was  certain - 
ly  heard.  Among  the  Heathens  too,  we 
find,  vain,  empty  Repetitions  were  thought 
neceffary  to  lengthen  out  Devotion.  The 
Greeks  call  fuch  Battology.  They  ufed  it 
Deorum  anres  contunderey  (fays  the  Come¬ 
dian)  to  ftun  the  Ears  of  their  'Deities ,  who, 
they  fooiifhly  enough  imagined,  could  never 
hear  or  underftand  them,  unlefs  the  fam£ 
Thing  was  repeated  ioo  times  over.  Whe- 
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tlier  my  good  Country-women  have  been 
much  converfantin  the  Rabbinical  Writings, 
or  no,  I  can’t  fay  ;  but  they  feem  to  be  very 
fond  of  the  fame  Tenet,  however  contrary 
it  be  to  the  Rules  of  Chriftianity.  En  paj- 
fant ,  I  would  recommend  to  them  lome  ne- 
celTary  Tenets  on  the  Government  of  the 
Tongue  ;  and,  well  knowing  from  their 
breeding  their  Defire  of  Novelty,  and  being 
allured  nothing  can  be  more  new  to  a  mo¬ 
dern,  polite  Lady,  I  hope  it  will  not  be 
deem’d  a  Mark  of  DifrefpcCt  to  requell:  their 
Perufal  of  the  Bible  too,  which  would  pre- 
fently,  if  they  complied  with  the  Directi¬ 
ons  there  laid  down,  relieve  them  of  this 
Fiftula  of  the  Mind.  As  to  their  rnodifh 
Slander  and  Raillery,  with  other  their  Tea- 
table,  tawdry  Mifcellany,  this  is  what  any 
Man  may  reconnoitre  at  his  Leifure,  and 
therefore  ’twill  be  needlefs  to  tire  the  Rea¬ 
der  with  a  long  Detail  of  the  Misfortunes 
that  may  attend  it;  we  may  only  remark, 
that,  fhould  we  fpeak  compaffionately  of 
thefe  Foibles,  and  fuppofe  them  accidental 
only,  proceeding  from  meer  Want  of  Judg¬ 
ment,  not  Ill-nature *,  yet,  as  they  mult 
tend  often  to  expofe  the  Party,  and  preju¬ 
dice  a  Man’s  Reputation,  fand  either  Wo¬ 
men’s  Tongues  muft  be  employed  on  thefe 
or  the  like  Topicks,  the  Moment  Jaw- work 
is  over,  otherwife  they  have  no  more  Spirit 
in  them  than  dead  fmall  Beer,  but  grow  as 
heavy  as  Brunfwick  Mum  •,)  this  Confide- 
ration  alone,  methinks,  ought  to  make  a 
Man  cautious  enough,  how  he  ventures  to 
truft  thefe  never-failing  Seed-plots  of  Dif- 
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&ord  with  the  Secrets  of  his  Heart,  much 

more  how  he  facrifices  his  Ferfon. _ _  If 

he  muff  either  have  his  Ears  fill’d  with  ill- 
narur’d,  injudicious  Refledtions  on  the  Mil- 
takes  of  others,  a  fage  Curtain-1  edlure,  or 
addle-headed  Bed-roll  on  Caudles  and  Con¬ 
fections,  o’  my  Conference  he’d  better  tend 
a  Dung-cart,  or  go  journeyman  to  a  Kentijh 
Pippin-planter. 

I  had  almoft  forgot  another  very  impor¬ 
tant  Point,  viz.  that  of  Cuckoldom,  which, 
I  fhall  take  for  granted,  all  married  Men 
Hand  a  fair  Chance  for,  the  Moment  the  Sun 
enters  Taurus,  (for  then  about  is  the  mod 
dangerous  Time,  according  to  the  niceft 
Calculation  of  our  Aftronomers)  and  leave 
them  to  vindicate  the  common  Caufe.  Here 
the  Women  are  always  in  a  terrible  Pother, 
and  look  juft  like  fo  many  ruddy  Meteors, 
the  Moment  they  find  a  Man  pofTefied  vdth 
this  Clap  of  the  Mind  ;  but  only  view  a  little 
the  tooth lefs  Matron  in  her  Eve  of  Life, 
when  it  may  be  almoft  queftion’d  whether 
fhe  exift,  or  no,  declare,  by  peeping  Tits, 
the  little  Smoke  that’s  left,  and  crackle  at 
the  Thought;  then  tell  me,  if  we  may  not 
very  plaufibly  prefage  a  Rival’s  Charms, 
and  dread  the  fneaking  Sin  ?  —  Our 
gentle,  Tweet,  good-natur’d  Houfhold-dove, 
foriooth,  may  not  here  only  debafe  our  Fa¬ 
mily,  but  obtrude  a  Ipurious  Ififue  upon  us 
for  legitimate  Heirs  to  our  Eftates  ;  and  thus 
we  are  to  fall  fo  many  Sacrifices,  poor,  cre¬ 
dulous  Simpletons  !  to  a  falfe  Woman’s 
Scorn. 

7*/ 
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juft  Heav'tU)  forbear  !  —  *Tis  too  fevere  a 
Curfe  ; 

This  Pain  is  p  erf  eft  Mifery,  the  worst 

Of  Evils  *,  and$  excejftve ,  overturns 

All  Patience .  — 1 - - 

’Tis  indeed  recorded  of  the  Emperor 
Marcus  Aurelius *  that,  when  asked,  why  he 
repudiated  not  the  Emprefs  Faustina  ?  He 
calmly  replied.  In  iuch  Cafe,  he  ought  in 
Juftice  to  return  her  Dower,  viz.  the  Em¬ 
pire,  and  therefore  we  find  thought  it  more 
advifeable  to  acquiefce  in,  and  fcreen,  than 
'  expofe  her  Conduct,  which  was  already  be¬ 
come  notorious  enough  by  her  frequent  E- 
lopements  ;  and  fo  fat  down  (as  we  fay  itl 
plain  Englijh)  a  contented  Cuckold.  Ay  ,  ay* 
cries  Sganarelle ,  a  Gentleman  greatly  diftin- 
guifhed  in  the  learned  World  for  his  equal 
Skill  in  the  Sciences  of  Law,  Pip-curing, 
and  Poerry.  This  Emperor,  all  Mankind 
knows,  was  a  Philofopher,  a  very  ftricff  Sto- 
ick  philofopher  too,  a  Seft  fantaftically  pre¬ 
tending  they  were  free  from  all  Paffions 
whatfoever  ;  who,  tho’ they  law  their  Wives 
courted  under  their  very  Nofes,  and  were 
Witneffes  to  the  private  Intercourfe  they  had 
with  their  Sparks,  would  yet  very  tamely  put 
tip  the  Affront,  and  never  offer  once  to 

prove-  their  Courage  in  revenging  it ; - 

the  Crime  was  truly  perfonal  only,  and  there¬ 
fore  how  could  their  Honour  bleed? - A 

Man  fhould  never  be  angry  either  at  what 
he  can  or  cannot  help  ; — if  their  Wives  had 
done  a  mils,  let  them  e’en  fmart  for  it  *,  but 
why  fhould  their  Choler  rife  at  an  infamous 

Mincks, 
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Minck's,  who  vouchfafes  to  add  the  Ra¬ 
gout  of  a  Gallant  to  that  old,  (landing 
Difh  of  an  Husband  ?  At  this  rate  they  ar¬ 
gued,  I  fuppofe,  if  the  Truth  were  kn'owfv 
for  fear  of  having  drubbed  Backs,  as  well  as 
Horns  on  their  Foreheads;  otherwife  fure, 
they  would  fcarce  have  permitted  their  Ma-  - 
dams  to  fin  on  with  Impunity,  audacious 
Creatures  !  and  fiiffer  People;  as  tney  pals 
by,  to  point  at  them,  with  their  Fingers  fee 
out  like  Horns,  for  half  a  Year  together, 

_ _ My  Neighbour  Sganarelle  then  would 

hot,  it’s  evident,  betray  fo  morbid  a  Brain. 

_ _ No  ;  rather  than  not  laudably  vent 

his  unruly  Paffion,  he  would  difeharge  the 
peccant  Humour  in  exceeding  purulent 

Metre.- - His  Cafe  is  fo  very  worthy  of 

happy  Memory,  I  fha-11  beg  Leave  to  relate 

it. 

■  ji  ■ 

For  thefe  five  Years  laft  paft,  for  fear  of 
having  more  Cradles  going,  he  has;  with  a 
true  a panijh  Gravity,  been  preaching  up 
the  Do&rine  of  Abftinence  to  his  Lady  ; 
but,  as  he  is  pleafed  to  affirm,  his  Rhetoric 
proves  abortive  :  For,  tho*  he  is  ready  to 
aepofe  upon  Oath,  before  any  of  his  Ma- 
iefty’s  Juftices,  that  he  has  not  come  within 
a  Yard  of  her  all  the  Time.,  yet  the  Clock 
(he  has  the  utmoft  Reafon  to  think)  went  as 
the  Clerk  pleafed,  and  he  cannot  but  ap¬ 
prehend  a  Stag’s  Topknot  fprouting.  .  Be¬ 
ginning  to  vociferate  very  loudly,  one  Day, 
upon  this  Occafion,  a  Corps  of  the  black, 
fhirtlefs  Lords  of  Anarchy,  a  Million  ftrong 
Of  Verrtiin,  foon  marfhalPd  round  hisrDoor, 
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complimenting  him  as  ufual.  The  Neigh¬ 
bours,  good  Folks,  with  all  poffible  Preci¬ 
pitation,  ran  in  to  com  pole  Matters  ;  but 
no  Pater  nofler  would  then  go  down  with 
•  him  i  Perfuafions  were  quite  loll  ;  he  rump- 
ed  them  mo  ft  ‘Teutonic  ally  \  and,  mounting 
Rozinante ,  cap-a-pee,  drefs’d  in  his  Shirt 
like  a  Prize-fighter,  with  a  Lappet  of  it 
hinging  out  elfewhere,  flourifh’d  an  old, 
rufty  Garden -ley the,  bridling  and  churning 
the  Foam  like  a  little  Captain  ;  and  deny¬ 
ing  the  poor,  terrify’d  Lady  (who  all  the 
while  look’d  fo  frody  chafte,  one  would  have 
fwore  fhe  was  a  Vett'al )  the  lead  Quarter, 
till  a  Detachment  of  Surgeons,  to  whom  he 
difpatched  his  Circular  Letters  on  their  firft 
falling  out,  gave  in  their  Verdict.  What 
they  depos’d,  I  ne’er  could  learn  ;  but  if 
common  Fame  fays  true,  a  Dram  a-piece 
ferved  for  their  Fdts,  and  the  poor,  hop¬ 
ping  Gentleman,  of  the  ill-favour’d  Vifage, 
(as  they  call  him  )  has  been  fince  univerfally 
allowed  to  be  out  of  his  Wits ;  and,  maugre 
all  the  Admonitions  of  his  Friends  to  the 
contrary,  fwears  he  can  prove  himfelf  cor- 
nuted  by  Algebra ,  and  will  profecute  her, 

.  ay,  that  he  will,  with  all  the  Accuracy  of  a 
Serjeant.  Fie  has  taken  up  too  a  RefoJu- 
•  tion,  Pm  informed,  to  oblige  t(ie  World 
with  Memoirs  of  the  Cafe  in  Verfe,  in  five 
Volumes,  Folio,  each  as  large  as  a  Church 
Bible  ;  to  which,  for  the  Diverfion  of  the 
Publick,  will  be  prefixed  a  curious  Frontif- 
piece,  reprefenting  the  late  Squabble,  with 
the  Humours  of  the  Surgeons,  defigned  by 

a  very  maderly  Hand. - See  what  ’tis  to 

be  a  Cuckold,  even  in  Conceit  v  And 
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And  here  give  me  Leave  (now  we  are  up¬ 
on  this  Article)  to  refled:  a  little  on  the 
Complaifance  of  our  Englijh  Laws,  with  re¬ 
lation  to  the  fair  Sex.  They  oblige  an  Hus¬ 
band  to  own  a  Child,  born  after  he  has  been 
abfent  many  Years,  provided  he  has  been 
within  the  Bounds  of  the  Ifland  during  that 
Time.  The  Indulgence  is  grounded  on  two 
Reafons  ;  firft,  becaufe  the  Wife  has  plight¬ 
ed  her  Faith  foiemnly  to  be  true,  which  fhe 
is  prefumed  not  to  have  broken  ;  and  fe« 
condly,  becaufe  it  is  in  the  Husband’s  Pow¬ 
er  to  fecure  his  Wife’s  Honefty,  and  what 
Right  or  Power  any  Perfon  enjoys,  he  is 
always  fuppofed  to  exercife.  But  this  is 
really  taking  for  granted,  what  rarely  is 
Matter  of  Fad  ;  for,  tho*  a  Man  ought  to 
keep  an  Eye  on  his  own  Concerns,  yet,  if  a 
Woman  has  a  mind  to  prove  difhoneft,  not- 
with  (landing  all  her  Husband’s  Watchfulnefs, 
flie  will  find  Opportunities  enough  to  break 
her  nuptial  Fidelity.  Plato  obferves,  that 
the  Wives  of  the  Spartan  Kings  were  pub- 
lickly  watched  and  overfeen  by  the  Ephori , 
(who  were,  as  Suidas  tells  us,  ordinarily  five 
in  Number)  left  any  Heir  fhould  be  obtrud¬ 
ed  on  the  Crown,  which  was  not  of  the  Race 
of  Hercules.  All  the  Circumfpedion  their 
King  could  ufe,  it’s  plain  then,  was  thought 
inefficient  by  the  Spartans ,  who  (I  doubt 
not)  took  fome  proper  Care,  that  due"  In- 
fpedion  fhould  be  made  of  the  Manners  of 
every  private  Woman,  as  well  as  of  thofe 
of  the  firft  Rank  and  Diftindion  ;  And  if 
among  the  antient  Spartans  fuch  prodigious 
Care  was  requifite,  why  fhould  it  be  fup¬ 
pofed  lefs  fhould  be  neceftary  here  among 
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us  ?  Is  there  not  the  fame  Danger  of  coun¬ 
terfeiting  the  Strain  ?  And  therefore  why 
fhould  the  Englijfo  Fair-ones  be  left  under 
the  foie  Guard  of  their  own  Reputations  ? 
The  Hiftory  of  Pafephae  is  common  enough. 
The  Poets  tell  us  (and  who  dare  doubt  what 
Poets  fay  ?)  that  fhe  fell  in  love  with  a  Bull* 
and  that  Dadalus  made  a  Cow  of  Wood, 
and  put  her  into  it  ;  whereupon  fhe,  ob¬ 
taining  her  Defire,  brought  forth  by  him 
the  Mpnfter  called  Minotaur ,  having  one 
Part  like  a  Man,  the  other  like  a  Bull  :  K. 
Minos  her  Husband,  however,  was  fain  to 
father  this  Son  and  Heir,  as  appears  by  the 
Name,  and  feemingly  for  this  Reafon,  that 
the  Country  was  an  Ifland.  and  he  within 
the  Bounds  of  it  when  the  Infant  was  be¬ 
gotten  :  Tho’  I  cannot  well  fee,  how  he 
could  be  believed  to  be  the  real  Father,  the 
Uncouthnefs  of  the  Creature  being  fufficient 
to  overthrow  the  Favour  of  the  Prefurnpti- 
on,  and  a  Rrong  Argument  of  Pafephae’ s 
Difhonefty.  "I  his  Allowance  therefore  feems, 
in  my  humble  Opinion,  a  Note  beyond  Ely. 

Bur,  to  have  done  with  this  melancholy 
Afticle  of  a  fpurious  Brood,  or  fuppofe  you 
are  wholly  ignorant  of  your  Wrongs,  and 
Mefefdlina' s  violated  Vows.  Why  then,  pre¬ 
fuming  on  the  Merit  of  her  Conftancy,  fhe’ll 
be  lure  to  take  all  Opportunities  to  commend 
to  your  Confideration  the,  as  yet,  untainted 
Character  of  her  Virtue,  notwithflanding  the 
Blazonry  of  her  Charms  to  tempt  fome  leer¬ 
ing,  puny- fac’d  Fop,  whom,  out  of  her  grear- 
Gcnerofity,  fhe  very  twittingly  tells  you,  fhe 
diicards,  maugre  all  his  AlTiduity,  and  ai- 
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ippft  irrefiftible  Complaifance  to  win  her.— 
tier  Honour  skins  all  ^Vounds  whatever, 
and  you  mull:  e’en  take  this,  as  a  fufficient 
Excufe  for  all  her  other  Extravagancies  and 
Mifcondudt. 

A  pleafanc  5tory  enough  is  recorded  of 
Protagoras,  a  Difciple  of  the  famous  Demo¬ 
critus.  He  married  his  Daughter  to  his  E- 
nemy  to  be  revenged  on  him  *,  and,  when 
asked  one  Day,  What  made  him  fancy  that 
Method  above  any  £  very  coolly  anfwered, 
Becaufe  he  could  think  of  nothing  worfe  to 
bellow  on  him,  than  a  Wife,.  Diogenes,  as 
great  a  Cynick  as  he  was,  could  not  help 
wifhing,  when  he  faw  fqme  \Vomen  hang- 
ipg  on  an  Olive-tree,  that  all  Trees  whatio- 
ever  were  well  loaded  with  fuch  Fruit.  And 
Alphonfo ,  King  of  Arragon ,  obferved,  that 
the  only  Way  to  be  happy  in  Marriage  was, 
for  the  Husband  to  be  deaf,  and  the  Wife 
blind.  What  Socrates's  Opinion  was,  is  fo 
yery  common  in  every  body’s  Mouth,  that 
it  may  be  thought  impertinent  here  to  re¬ 
cite  it.  Wedlock  is  a  Padlock,  cries  ano^ 
ther  ;  and  a  great  Wit  of  the  prefent  Age 
has  been  pleafed  to  remark,  that  when  once 
a  Man’s  married,  he’s  properly  dead  in 
Law,  and  ought  to  be  deemed  fo  according¬ 
ly  ;  as  de  Mortifis ,  fo  de  Mantis*  .4?V-‘ 

Smonides ,  the  celebrated  Poet  of  Cea% 
who,  when  requefted  to  anlwer  any  Point 
propounded  to  him,  ufed  always  to  crave 
Time  to  deliberate  on,  and  lift  the  Matter 
thoroughly,  before  he  gave  his  Opinion, 
computes  only  one  in  ten  throughout:  the 
Female  World  to  be  worth  poffeffing.  \  In 
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*  the  Beginning,  ffayshe)  the  Souls  of  Wo* 
4  mankind  were  made  of  different  Materi- 
4  als  :  One  Sort  was  compofed  of  thofe  In- 
4  gredients  that  form  a  Swine ;  a  fecond,  of 
4  the  fame  Materials  as  a  Fox-,  a  third  of 
canine  Particles  *  the  fourth  of  the  Earth  ; 
4  the  fifth  of  the  Sea  ;  the  fixth  Species  of 
4  an  Afs  ;  the  feventh  of  a  Cat  ;  the  eighth 
4  of  a  Mare  *,  the  ninth  of  an  Ape  ;  and 
4  the  tenth  and  laff  of  a  Bee  *  and  happy  is 
4  the  Man,  who  gets  fuch  an  one.*  Some 
have  indeed  queltioned,  whether  Women 
have  any  Souls,  or  no ;  of  late,  if  I  miftake 
not,  the  Learned  have  decided  in  the  Affir- 
mative  *,  I  (hall  take  it  for  granted,  how¬ 
ever,  that  they  have,  and  that  common 
Experience  juftifies  Simonides's  Calculation. 
And  is  not  the  Hautboy  in  one  Sex,  do  you 
think,  as  great  a  Rarity,  as  the  Harpficbord 
in  the  other,  you  Ninny-hammer?  cries  a 
(anguine  Cafuift.  It  may  be  fo  •,  and  your 
Inference,  I  fuppofe,  is,  or  at  leaft  ought  to 
be,  that  not  above  one  in  ten  fhould  enter 
upon  a  conjugal  orate,  becaufe  not  above 
one  in  ten  knows  how  to  behave  with  Pro¬ 
priety  in  it.  Fiavia  buried  three  Children 
and  two  Husbands,  and  bore  the  Misfor¬ 
tune  with  all  Chriftian  Patience  ;  but  was 
never  able  to  get  over  the  Lofs  of  her  Par¬ 
rot  Are  thole,  to  whom  a  Muff,  a  Scarf, 
a  Tippet,  a  Lap-dog,  would  become  a  fo- 
lid  BlefTing  or  Misfortune,  ever  capable  of 
pofifeffing  thofe  Accomplifhments,  which 
are  indifpenfably  necefiary  towards  an  hap¬ 
py  Union  ?  Sir  Timothy  is  almoft  out  of  his 
Wits  on  account  of  his  Greyhound  running 

mad  i 
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riiad  ;  irTwas  my  in fe par  able  Companion ,  fays 
he,  for  ten  Tears  together .  Florid  places  all 
his  Happinefs  in  a  Tulip  root  ;  and  the  ' 
Lofs  of  a  running  Horfe  lhaJ]  prove  a  great¬ 
er  Calamity  to  F heron i  than  the  Death  of 
his  Clarinda .  Unlefs  each  drive  to  make 
the  other  happy,  Indifference  mud  neceffa- 
rily  enfue,  Affection  is  only  natural  to  Per¬ 
sons  of  even  Tempers  and  uniform  Difpo- 
fi tions.  1  he  mod  melting  Tendernefs  often 
degenerates  into  Averfion,  People  only  dif- 
covering  by  Degrees,  whom  they  are  tack¬ 
ed  to.  Taking  then  Simonides's,  Calculation/ 
for  granted,  tne  Difficulty  is,  to  difcove/ 
how  thefe  tenth  Pei  Ions  fhould  couple  as 
tney  ought  to  do,  i.  e,  in  order  to  travel  on 
together*  to  the  End  of  their  Journey,  in  a 
continual  Intercourfe  of  kind  Offices  and 
mutual  Endearments.  For  Want  of  this 
proper  Confideration  it  is,  that  fome  Parties 
grow  cool  in  the  very  Honey-month  ;  fome 
feparate  before  the  flrd  •,  others  after  the 
fifth  Child  :  Happy  would  it  have  been,  had 
they  flown  afunder  in  the  midft  of  Court¬ 
ship  1  The  general  Way  now*a-days  is,  c  We 

i  John  — - - and  Flifabeth  — - — ,  hav- 

4  ing  fuch  Edates,  refolve  to  take  each  o- 
4  ther  :  In  Witnefs  of  which  our  pious  Re- 
4  folution,  we  interchangeably  fet  ourHands 
4  and  Seals/  Now,  I  think,  other  Confl- 
derations  are  neceflary,  befides  that  of  the 
Rent-roll  ;  and,  whatever  human  Policy  * 
may  teach,  dis  a  Defection  in  Point  of  Mo¬ 
rality.  When  a  Man  has  deceived  an  inno¬ 
cent  Woman,  if  fire  be  not  equal  to  him  in 
Fortune,  Cudom  has  made  him  fcarcely 
f  reproach- 
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reproachable  ;  be  her  Merit  what  it  will, 
that’s  overlooked,  and  the  World  immedi¬ 
ately  cry  out.  How  could  jhe  expert  he  would 
marry  her  ?  This  is  an  unreasonable  Piece  of 
Gallantry.  The  fame  Thing  is  often  prac- 
tifed  indeed  by  my  good  Country-women  ; 
the  firfb  Lover  has  ten  to  one  againft  him  ; 
he  is  made  no  other  ufe  of*  but  to  raife  her 
Price;  and  call  in  new  Bidders.  What  i$ 
this,  but  fetting  themfelves  up  by  way  of 
Auction  ?  The  good  Offices,  the  Pleafures, 
and  Graces  of  Life*  are  never  once  put  into 
the  Ballance  :  But  this  en  p affiant.  The  Ar¬ 
ticle  we  were  upon  was,  how  to  pair  thefe 
tenth  Perlons  fo,  that  fuch  might  fpend 
their  Lives  agreeably.  Now,  I  think,  the 
Learned  have  as  yet  found  out  no  cer¬ 
tain  Rule  to  (leer  by.  Cries  one,  a  lighrj 
flaxen  Hair  is  Venus9 s  own  Colour  *,  ergo ,  it 
rarely  fails  to  fhew  the  Party  of  a  foft,  kind 
Temper  *,  a  light  brown;  harfh,  and  broken 
&t  the  Ends;  denote  the  fame  ;  a  dusky 
red  betrays  Melancholy  *,  a  bright,  deep 
Hair,  Treachery  ;  black,  the  Quarrelfome  ; 
and  a  dark  brown,  the  Indifferent  $  a  fwar- 
thy  Complexion,  high  Forehead,  Nofe  ri- 
fing,  large;  black  Eyes,  and  wide  Mouth, 
is  a  fure  Sign  of  the  Perfon’s  being  born 
tinder  Mars ,  a  very  Don  C holer ick  Snap - 
Jhort-6  \  a  fanguiiie  Complexion,  hafel,  or 
blufh  Eyes,  a  little  Mouth,  and  ftrait  Nofe, 
denotes  the  Party  born  under  Venus ,  and 
confequently  thoroughly  good-natured^  Cfc. 
But  all  thefe  Rules,  tho’  approved  by  our 
fnoft  eminent  Aftrologers  and  Phyfiogno- 
mifts,  have  often  failed,  to  our  great  Dif- 

appointment. 
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appointment.  4  Take  Nettle- feed,  fays  the 
*  celebrated  E B .  Efq;  and  Juniper-ber- 
t  ries,  dried  and  pounded,  Crabs-claws 

3j?  mix  thefe  Powders  well  together,  and 
«  give  as  much,  as  will  lie  on  a  Silver 
«  Penny,  in  any  Liquor,  and  the  Effect  will 
6  be  wonderful.’  Howloever  thefe  Vagaries 
may  conduce  to  Merriment,  yet,  I  believe, 
this  ’Squire’s  Recipe  will  be  of  as  little  Ser¬ 
vice,  as  a  certain  Philofopher’s  Prayer.  As 
this  is  therefore  a  Difficulty  not  fo  eafy  to 
be  furmounted,  and  a  Cafe  too  of  Confci- 
ence,  what  if  it  were  recommended  to  the 
Confideration  of  the  Parfon  of  every  Pariffi 
throughout  Great  Britain  ?  I  would  have 
fome  new  Tythe  or  other  fet  apart  as  a  Pre~ 
mium  for  their  Pains  ;  whether  it  ffiould  be 
the  tenth  Child,  or  no,  I  leave  to  the  De¬ 
termination  of  the  Legiflature. 

But  fuppofe  we  ffiould  light  of  a  good 
Wife,  and  even,  as  Ulyffes  did,  prefer  the 
good  old  Woman  to  Immortality  *,  yet  fure 
there  is  fomething  farther  to  be  confidered. 
Many  Things  may  ftill  imbitter  the  Potion, 
and  tho*  married  Folks  are  commonly  wont 
to  fay,  'The  Partner  of  my  Cares9  &c.  there¬ 
by  infinuating,  that  half  the  Cares  of  Life 
vaniffi  immediately  upon  their  changing  their 
Condition,  as  they  term  it ;  yet,  if  they  duly 
confidered  they  were  to  bear  half,  or  per¬ 
haps  the  whole,  of  each  other’s  Troubles, 
(as  thofe,  that  intend  to  be  good  for  ought, 
ffiould  do )  they  would  prefentiy  perceive  all 
this  a  mere  Puff,  without  one  Word  of  Truth 
or  Senfe  in  it.  With  Children  Cares  are 
propagated  \  Abundance  of  Pains  is  requibte 
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to  breed  them  up,  and  great  are  the  Ex- 
pences  attending  their  Education  •,  very  la¬ 
borious  is  the  fitting  them  out  properly,  lo 
as  to  become  ufeful  Members  to  a  State.  A 
Gentleman’s  Lile,  of  all  other,  let  me  tell 
you,  is  the  mod  difficult  to  pafs  thro*  with 
Propriety  of  Behaviour.  Few  Parents  are 
equal  to  the  Enterprize  thenvfeives  >  fome 
Perfons  can’t  difpenie  with  themceffary  Dif- 
burl'ements  neither  j  and  others,  ^hat  can,  are 
yet  too  fparing  in  their  Encouragement  to 
Matters  for  their  Care  in  Education.  How 
many  may  be  juftly  enough  compared  to 
Epicurus' s  Gods,  who  lie  lolling  on  the 
Clouds,  and,  inftead  of  Bleffings,  pour  down 
Storms  and  Tempeds  on  the  Heads  of  thofe 
whofacrifice  to  them* 

Many  are  the  diftradling  Follies,  and  vi¬ 
cious  Inclinations,  I  had  almott:  faid,  natu¬ 
ral  to  the  callow  Bloom  of  youthful  Years. 
*Tis  difficult  to  preferve,  in  the  prefent  Age 
at  lead,  even  an  innocent  Worthleffnefs  ! 
Various  are  then  the  Anxieties  a  doating 
Parent  mutt:  of  Neceffity  labour  under,  for 
Fear  his  darling  Hopes,  the  only  Support, 
ft  may  be,  of  his  hoary,  venerable  Age, 
(hould deviate  from  the  ttridt  Rules  of  Vir¬ 
tue,  or  be  cut  off  e’er  knotted  into  Strength. 
Nature  oft-times  deals  hardly  by  us,  and 
feems,  as  it  were  purpofely,  to  difregard,  if 
not  crofs  our  fondefl  Expeditions,  by  ei¬ 
ther  fome  giddy,  lazy,  or  ill-fhaped,  vici¬ 
ous,  difdainful  Off-fpring,  defirous  only  to 
enjoy  to  day,  ever  thoughtlefs  of  to  morrow  ; 
and  if  a  Parent  can  be  faid  to  be  happy, 
when  he  is  upon  the  rack  for  his  Child’s  Mif- 

coftdudt, 
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conduct,  I  am  quite  out  in  my  Politicks. 
A  truly  tender  Parent*  (and  who  but  fuch 
deferve  the  Name  ?)  to  his  great  Diflatif- 
fa&ion,  mult  refled,  all  the  remaining  Part 
of  his  Life,  how  that  he  was  the  unfortunate 
Author  and  Introducer  of  fo  much  Mifery 
into  the  World,  and  that  better  would  it 
have  fared  with  him,  were  he  childlefs. 

Our  Fathers  have  been  worfe  than  their9 j, 
And  we  than  ours  ;  next  Age  may  fee 
A  Race  more  profligate  than  we . 

Creech’s  Hor.  Ode  6.  B.  3. 

I  know  ’tis  a  very  common,  but  trifling 
Excufe,  when  a  Man  marries,  to  fcrateh 
his  Pate,  and  cry,  ‘  Why,  I  did  it  for  the 
4  fake  of  an  Heir  to  my  Fortunes  ,  5  and 
therefore  I  touched  upon  the  preceding  Ar¬ 
ticle,  to  lhew  the  Infufficiency  of  fuch  a  wild 
Apology.  If  you  are  nor  baulked  of  your 
very  wile  Deflgns,  (as  oftentimes  happens 
to  be  the  Cafe')  yet,  Aurelius ,  how  notably 
may  you  entail  it 1  It  may  be,  on  Bullion 
you  never  ftamped,  at  lead  you  can’t  be 
fure  you  did  ;  for  you  muft  take  all  upon 
Truft,  (he  may  be  the  Son  of  a  Fiddler,  or 
Prize-fighter,  for  ought  you  know)  and  fo 
your  Favourite  may  chance  to  have  no  Right 
to  it  *,  or  elfe  upon  fome  clumfy,  lazy,  un¬ 
grateful  Wretch,  without  one  Grain  of 
Senfe  or  Merit  *,  and  who,  according  to  the 
Rules  now  in  Vogue,  even  values  himfelf 

for  hisProfufenefs  in  Debauchery. - Look 

a  little  round  the  wide  World,  and  I’ll  war¬ 
rant,  in  your  Range,  you’ll  find  one  de- 

H  2  ferving; 
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Irving  enough,  and  on  whom  ’twill  be  to 
your  Credit  and  the  publick  Benefit  to  be 
flow  your  PofTeflions.  To  give  Children 
large  Fortunes,  without  they  can  make  a 
proper  Ufe  of  them,  is  only  arming  them 
with  Power  to  do  Mifchief. 

Monfieur  De  /’  Efprit  Foible  made  this  his 
Pretence  (after  fcrewing  his  Body  into  a 
thoufand  antick  Forms,  and  fghing,  to 
make  his  Family,  if  he  could,  do  the  like 
by  Sympathy)  for  prefenring  fix  Daughters 
with  a  Mother-in-law.  He  entered  the  Lifts 
Champion-like,  but  is  luckily  difappointed 
of  his  much  wifhed  for  Succeflbr.  ’Tis 
well  for  the  Publick  and  his  Family  that  he 
is  fo.  *,  and  the  leaft,  the  latter  can  do  to 
make  themielves  amends  for  his  Folly,  is  to 
fet  all  the  Bells  a  ringing  at  his  Funeral. 

The  wife  Inftitution  of  fettling  fo  much 
on  an  elder  Son  has  no  more  Senfe  in  it, 
than  if  a  Man  fhould  begin  a  Deed  with 
c  Whereas  *  no  Man  living  knows  how  long 
1  he  fhall  continue  to  be  a  reafonable  Crea- 
c  ture,  or  an  honeft  Man  ;  and  whereas  I 
6  B.  am  going  to  enter  into  the  State  of 
c  Matrimony  with  Mrs.  D.  therefore  I  fhall, 

*  from  henceforth,  make  it  indifferent  to 

*  me,  whether  from  this  Time  forward  I 

*  fhall  be  a  Fool  or  a  Knave :  And  there- 
c  fore,  in  full  and  perfect  Health, of  Body, 

*  and  a  found  Mind,  not  knowing  which  of 
4  my  Children  will  prove  better  or  worfe, 
c  I  give  to  my  eldeft  Son,  be  he  perverfe, 
4  ungrateful,  impious,  or  cruel,  the  Lump 

*  and  Bulk  of  my  Eftate,  and  leave  one 

*  Year’s 


*  Tatler,  Vol.  IV.  Numb.  223. 
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6  Year’s  Purchafe  only  to  each  of  my 
4  younger  Children,  whether  they  ftiall  be 
4  brave  or  beautiful,  modeft  or  honourable, 
€  from  the  Time  of  the  Date  hereof,  where” 
4  in  I  refign  my  Senfes,  and  hereby  promife 
4  to  employ  my  Judgment  no  further  in  the 
4  Diftribution  of  my  Effects,  from  the  Day 
s  of  the  Date  hereof  ;  hereby  further  con- 
‘  felling  and  covenanting,  that  I  am  from 
4  henceforth  married,  and  dead  in  Law.* 
All  Men  fure  wifh  their  Children  as  good  as 
themfelves,  or  as  much  better  as  they  can 
polhbly  be  ;  and  therefore  it  is  monftrous, 
we  fhould  put  it  out  of  our  Power  to  reward 
or  difcourage  them,  as  they  deferve. 

There  are  but  two  reafonabje  Pleas,  fays 
a  learned  Gent,  for  entering  into  the  marri¬ 
ed  State,  viz.  Intereft  and  Inclination.  Whe¬ 
ther  this  be  a  very  orthodox  Opinion,  let 
the  Champions  in  Controverfy  determine 
Beau  Nathan  lays  it  down  for  an  Axiom  ; 
but  whether  there  may  not  be  fome  Flaw  in 
his  Infpiration,  I  leave  for  a  certain  famous 
She-faint ,  in  a  black  Gown,  and  long,  green 
Apron,  to  decide.  He  argues  from  it  ac¬ 
cordingly  thus  *,  4  Where  a  young,  half- 
4  ftarv’d  Hireling  aims  only  at  a  comfort- 
€  able  Subliflence,  or  to  pay  off  an  Army 
4  of  Duns  that  daily  quarter  on  him,  he 
4  cannot  indeed  be  difcom mended  for  taking 
*  fome  rich,  old  Mother  Shipton ,  or  fo, 
4  home  to  him  for  fome  fhort  Time,  be- 
4  caufe  the  ufual  Acceptation  of  thofe  Words 
4  is  to  make  his  Fortune,  and  it  generally 
4  indeed,  if  he  ufes  her  well  efpecially,  fas 
‘  he  ought  doubtlefs  to  do)  falls  out  fo.* 

Here 
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Here  he’s  fafe,  I  think  verily,  from  the 
great  Evil  of  Cuckoldom,  (if  that  may  be  a 
Point  worth  confidering)  and  may  have  an 
Opportunity  of  exercifing  his  Charity,  for  I 
have  had  Advice  lately,  that  a  Proclamation 
was  fome  Time  fince  publifhed,  prohibiting 
all  Cuckolds,  of  what  Degree  foever,  to 
pafs  the  Styx  in  Charon’s  Boat;  they  are  to 
go  over  a  Bridge  of  Horns  of  their  own 
making  ;  and  the  poor  old  Ferryman  has 
lain  fo  long  idle,  they  fay,  that  he  is  like 
to  be  ffarved  to  Death  for  Want  of  his  Fees, 
every  Paffenger  producing  his  own  Horn. 

He  proceeds  ;  ‘  But  where  there  is  a 
1  Competency  before-hand,  to  play  the  fool, 
c  and  be  manacled  for  Love,  or  an  extraor- 
e  dinary  Portion,  or  for  Converfation,  as 

*  fome  cry,  *tis  perfectly  inexcufable  ;  be- 
‘  caufe  ’tis  a  Thoufand  to  one,  but  you  are 
c  fhipwreckt.  How  many  unhappy  Inftan* 

*  ces  of  this  kind  daily  prefent  themfelves 

*  to  our  View  ? - Madam’s  Qualifications 

6  may  be  fuch,  as  will  Iquander  away,  not 
c  only  all  (he  brought  you,  but  your  own 
‘  Effate  into  the  Bargain  ;  and  then  how 
<  ridiculous  will  it  be  for  you,  when  you 
‘  have  fpent  Michaelmas  Rent  in  Midfu?nmer 
1  Moon,  to  urge  Intereft  in  your  Defence, 
c  and  cry,  IVho  could  have  thought  all  this  ? 

‘  (as  we  Englijhmen  generally  do,  when  we 

*  are  at  a  lofs  for  a  Salvo.) - Then,  as 

4  for  Love,  That  and  Pride  flock  Bedlamy 
‘  fays  the  old  Proverb  ;  and  really,  I  think, 

‘  f  may  be  bold  enough  to  pronounce,  that 

*  Man  deferves  Confinement,  who  lofes  an 
c  Hog  for  an*  hap’worth  of  Tar  ;  he  mqft 

i  love 
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8  Jove  Bacon  well,  that  licks  the  Sow’s 
6  Breech. 

4  I  know  ’cis  urged  very  ftrongly,  adds 
he,  thac  there  s  a  natural,  irrefiftible  Pro® 
4  penfity  in  Man  to  enjoy  the  Party  belov- 
4  ed, .  which  prevails  with  People  to  quit 
4  their  prefent  happy  Station,  in  Hopes  of 
4  future  Blifs  and  Quiet,  which  does  not 

4  always  befal  them. - -No,  I  believe  nor 

4  indeed  *,  and  more  Fools  they  then  to  be 
4  prevailed  upon  to  do  fb ;  for  I  deny 
4  there  s  any  natural,  irrefiitible  Propeniity, 

4  or  any  thing  like  it*  The  ftrongeft  Byafs 
4  on  tne  Mind  can  never  determine  a  Man 
4  of  Senfe  to  put  in  Execution,  what  he 
4  knows  may  prove  his  DedruCtion.  He 
4  may  (if  he’ll  take  the  Pains)  eafily  become 

‘  Mailer  of  himfelf.- - -To  fubdu'e  Paf- 

4  fion  is  a  Conqueft  worthy  a  Man  ;  he’s 
4  truly  brave  that  does  it,  and  ’tis  ever  at- 
4  tended  with  Satisfaction  and  Profit ;  but  for 
4  us  to  give  way  to  our  unruly,  head-drong 
*  Defires,  merely  becaufe  we  are  too  lazy  to 
4  correct  them,  betrays  the  Delinquents  to 
4  be  only  Signs  of  Men,  hung  out  for  Fa- 
4  fh  ion’s  fake.’  —Thus  much  Beau  Nathan . 

Rail  on  as  long  as  you  pleafe,  cries  An- 
tipho ,  you  are  none  of  you  fatisded  till  you 
are  noofed,  and  would  run  almoft  any 
Lengths,  if  you  had  but  an  inviting  Pro- 
fpeCt. — — fuperficial  View  of  Things  may 
indeed  invite  :  But  why  ?  Becaufe  ’tis  as  a 
ProfpeCt  from  the  Top  of  one  Hill  to  an- 
other  ;  we  are  apt  to  take  no  Notice  of  the 
Vale  between.  I  have  often  wondered  there¬ 
fore,  why  my  Countrymen  fhoujd  fw agger 

about 
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about  thus,  and  talk  of  Liberty,  when  at 
the  lame  Time  they  are  every  Day  giving 
clear  Demonftration,  that  they  are  ten  times 
fonder  of  Slavery,  amd  will  not  ufe  the  lead: 
Circumfpedtion,  to  prevent  fubjedting  them- 
lelves  to  the  word  of  abfolute  Monarchies, 
viz,  Petticoat-government.  Hit  or  mifs, 
they  e’en  venture  on,  as  Jobnfon  did  on  his 
Wife/ 

Heaven  at  firft  made  the  Woman,  it’s 
true,  the  lower  Part  of  the  Creation  *,  but 
we  have,  but  of  our  abundant  Gomplaifance, 
gone  fince,  and  made  them  the  upper.  Pro¬ 
vidence  made  them  humble,  obedient,  and 
innocent  *,  but  we  have  rendered  them 

proud,  imperious,  and  falfe. - Poor  An- 

tipho  is  even  forced  to  pay  afrefh  for  every 
happy  Night,  they  tell  me,  almoft  as  dear¬ 
ly  as  he  did  for  the  firft,  notwithftanding 
all  his  Remonftrances  againft  it.  We  find 
in  Perfect,  (I  think  ’twas  in  the  Reign  of  K. 
Artaxerxes  Mnemon )  the  Women  had  got  to 
thatpafs,  that  they  were  forced  to  make  a 
Law,  That  every  Cock  fhould  have  full  Li¬ 
berty  to  crow  on  his  own  Dunghil.  I  won¬ 
der  fuch  a  Bill  was  never  brought  into  Par¬ 
liament  here  in  E?igland . Would  it  not 

pafs,  think  ye  ?  I  agree  we  have  Gentry  e- 
nough,  who  pretend  to  bear  a  great  Sway 
o’er  their  Wives,  and  can  boaft  how  very 
obfervant  they  are  j  but  at  the  fame  Time, 
if  you  go  home  with  them,  you  fhall  fee 
them  ftep  as  gingerly,  as  if  they  dreaded 
being  overheard,  and  are  all  as  fubmiflive 
as  Alderman  - ,  whofe  martial  Ma¬ 

dam,  upon  his  being,  as  fhe  thought,  guil¬ 

ty 
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ty  of  an  Indecorum  for  afTerting  fhe  was  a 
meerold  Woman,  for  burying  a  Bit  of  Beef 
in  the  Ground,  as  a  known  Receipt  to  cure 
the  Warts  on  her  Hands,  after  hitting  him 
a  very  great  Box  of  the  Ear,  ordered  him  to' 
be  undrdt  and  fent  to  Bed  iupperlefs, 

I  can  bear  your  Raillery  ^cries  Antipho * 
forcing  a  Smile)  without  the  leaf!  Provo- 
cation  *,  you  Batchelors,  all  the  World 
knows,  are  ever  on  the  high  Grin  y  ye  a}l 
p — fs  in  a  Quill.  Marriage  is  one  of  the 
common  Topicks  of  Ridicule,  that  every 
Scribbler  finds  his  Account  in.  Whenever 
they  are  afraid  of  a  Play  being  damned, 
or  there  is  the  lea  11  Occafion  for  a  Clap  on 
the  Stage,  cut  but  an  impertinent  Jeffc  upon 
Matrimony,  and  it’s  raifed  in  a  trice.  This 
tho’,  by  the  by,  let  me  tell  you,  fweet  Sir,  is 
attended  with  very  pernicious  Confequences  ; 
many  an  addled-headed  Country  ’Squire, 
upon  this,  has  thought  fit  to  fet  up  for  a 
Man  of  Wit  and  Gallantry,  and  in  the  Gai¬ 
ety  of  his  Temper,  gone  home  domineer¬ 
ing,  and  beat  his  Wife.  In  fhort,  feparate 
Beds,  filent  Tables,  and  folitary  Homes 
have  been  introduced  by  your  Men  of  Vi- 
vacity,  as  they  term  themfelves,  Pliny  was 
a  Man  of  the  greateft  Genius,  and  of  the 
firft  Quality  of  his  Age,  and  yet  did  not 
think  it  beneath  him  to  behave  as  a  kind 
Husband,  and  to  treat  his  Wife  as  a  Friend, 
Companion,  and  Counfellor,  Cicero ,  a  yet 
greater  Man  in  all  refpeds,  who  made  fuch 
a  Figure  in  the  Roman  Senate,  in  his  pri¬ 
vate  Chara&er  was  as  amiable,  as  in  publick 
he  was  awful  and  majeflick.  He  dteemed 

I  it 
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it  no  way  inconfident  with  the  Politenefs  of 
his  Manners,  or  the  Greatnefs  of  his  Wif- 
dom,  to  Hand  upon  Record,  as  an  affedtio- 
nate  Flusband,  and  a  tender  Parent.  Every 
one  admires  the  Orator  and  Conful  •,  and 
who  efteems  not  the  Husband  and  Father  ? 
Auguftus ,  the  mod  renowned  Monarch  that 
ever  appeared  in  Pagan  Hidory,  who  found 
Rome  built  with  Clay,  and  left  it  of  Marble, 
a  Prince  memorable  for  his  Penetration  and 
Management,  and,  withal,  his  fingular  Ge- 
nerofity  and  Humanity,  whofe  Character 
cannot  be  much  eafier  drawn,  than  his  Acti¬ 
ons  reprefented  in  few  Words,  expiring  in 
the  Embraces  of  his  dear  Emprefs  Livia , 
could  bid  her  remember  their  Marriage  and 
Farewel :  She  too,  after  his  Deceafe,  out  of 
an  high  Edeem  fhe  bare  him,  gave  a  large 
Sum  to  a  Senator,  for  having  fworn  he  faw 
him  afcend  into  Heaven.  A  thoufand. 
other  Indances,  both  among  the  Anti- 
ents  and  Moderns,  might  be  quoted  ; 
but  one  might  as  well  pretend  to  cut 
down  Falkland  Wood  with  a  Penknife,  as 
undertake  to  convince  you.  There  is  no 
making  a  good  Shaft  of  a  Pig’s  Tail.  For 
my  Part,  I  am  content  with  my  Station, 
and  can  bill,  and  fing  in  my  Cage,  (as  you 
call  it)  both  with  more  Pleafure,  and  Secu¬ 
rity,  than  among  the  wild  Beads  of  the 
Fored. 

I  agree  with  you,  Antipho ,  as  to  that 
Point  entirely  ;  a  Rake  is  by  no  means  an 
eligible  Character  :  But  you  have  quite  out- 
fhot  your  Bolt.  A  Man  may  love  his  Houfe, 
and  yet  not  ride  on  the  Ridge,-—”  Married 
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Men,  I  allow,  are  all  good  Members  of  a 
Republick ;  1  honour  them,  admire  the 
Happy,  and  pity,  not  defpife,  the  Unhap¬ 
py,  ’Tis  my  Maxim,  As  de  Mortuis,  fo  de 
Maritis,  nil  nifi  bo  mini.  Wedlock  is  a 
State  founded  on  the  Law  of  Nature,  but 
the  belt  Inftitutions  may  be  perverted. 
However,  if  a  Man  muft  needs  otherwife 
run  catterwalling,  fbut  that  is  a  Do&rine  I 
don’t  well  underhand,  and  think  it  has  been 
already  fufficiently  confuted)  he’s  doubtlefs 
to  be  commended  for  running  any  Rifque, 
rather  than  offend  againft  the  Laws  of  Mo¬ 
rality.  Virtue  and  Happinefs  are  Mother 
and  Daughter,  two  Names  for  the  fame 
Thing  ;  and  Cent .  per  Cent  do  we  pay  for 
every  vitious  Repad :  But  let  me  obferve  to 
you,  Antipho ,  that  he  ads  very  inccnfid- 
ently,  who  is  induced  to  alter  his  Condition 
merely  for  the  Sake  of  fatisfying  his  Appe¬ 
tites  ;  it’s  the  meaned,  moil  brutal  Paffion 
a  realonable  Creature  can  be  capable  of; 
it  ranks  him  with  the  lowed  Species  of  irra¬ 
tional  Animals ;  and  if  it  wears  not  off 
without  Marriage,  it  feldorn  does  with  it ; 
and  yet*  I  fear*  this  is  too  commonly  the 
View,  eife  how  comes  it,  that  we  fo  fre¬ 
quently  obferve  the  Fondnefs  of  married 
People  dwindle  by  Degrees  into  Negled* 
and  oftentimes  defcending  lower  ?  The  na¬ 
tural  Affedions  of  Mankind  were  defigned 
for  valuable  Ends  in  Life,  and  prove  of  the 
greated  Benefit,  when  brought  under  a  pro¬ 
per  Regulation  ;  Tis  very  obfervable,  our 
Defires  cut  various  Channels,  and  determine 
qitr  Purfuits  accordingly,  as  the  Mind  is 
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more  or  lefs  informed.  Pity  more  Regard 
is  not  therefore  had  to  the  Education  of  my 
fair  Country-women,  and  our  Youth  in  ge¬ 
neral  ;  we  fhould  not  then  find  the  former 
pafiing  the  better  Part  of  their  Lives  at  the 
Toilet,  or  difpofed  to  be  ffruck  with  every 
Thing  that  makes  a  Show,  however  trifling 
and  fuperficial  ;  or  the  latter,  with  all  the 
antick  Poffures  of  a  Merry-andrew,  whiff¬ 
ling  an  Italian  Sonata.  It’s  for  want  of  be¬ 
ing  better  inftructed,  that  our  Pafllons  are 
fo  apt  to  blind  us,  and  Temptations  fo  oft 
lead  us  affray  •,  and  we  are  feduced  into  a 
Behaviour,  which,  in  our  moreferious  Hours 
we  muff  condemn.  But  don’t  pretend  to 
palliate  or  excufe  our  Deviations  from  the 
Rules  of  Uprightnefs,  by  perfuading  us, 
that  we  have  not  Strength  enough  to  maffer 
any  finful  Sollicitation  ;  there  are  no  Tryals 
fo  fharp,  or  difficult  to  grapple  with,  but,* 
would  we  confider  a  little  beforehand,  we 
might  eafily  get  the  better  of.  I  know  not  any 
one  Inlfance,  wherein  you  can  fhew  we  ad: 
neceffarily  or  mechanically  ;  the  very  Word 
'Temptation  fuppofes  it  to  be  in  our  Power 
to  adf,  or  forbear.  The  Frame  of  our 
Mind  within  is  not  ("according  to  the  Li¬ 
bertine’s  Scheme;  fo  adapted  to  the  Im- 
preffion  of  Objects  from  without,  that  it’s 
utterly  impoffible  to  refiff  the  Force  of  them. 
Let  the  odious  Reproach,  I  befeech  you, 
lie,  where  it  ought  to  lie;  and  rather  plead 
for  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  human  Na¬ 
ture,  than  talk  of  our  being  bound  to  the 
imperious  S way  of  our  Appetites. 

Is  there,  1  ask  you,  Aniipho ,  a  more  ab- 
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we  ought  to  condemn  ?  And,  if  a  Man 
would  calmly  debate  the  Matter  with  himfelf, 
would  he  not  look  on  that  celebrated  Toaft* 
Lady  Mujhroom ,  with  the  utmoft  Indifference 
and  Contempt?  Is  it  poflible  in  the  Nature 
of  Things,  that  that  pretty,  blithe,  filken 
S 'Ten,  by  Beauty,  Wit,  and  Heedleffnefs, 
can  reafonably  expeft  to  bear  away  as  much 
of  our  good  Opinion,  as  the  difcreet  Me¬ 
linda  ?  How  happy  was  your  Neighbour  Li- 
dnius ,  when  News  was  brought  him,  that 
Emilia  was  juft  then  upon  the  Point  of  expir¬ 
ing,  with  Difguft,  for  being  obliged,  in  a 
narrow  Street,  to  turn  her  Coach  to  make 
Way  for  that  of  a  Dutchefs  ?  ’Tis  granted 
you,  Antipho ,  that  a  Man  can’t  poftefs  any 
Thing  better  than  a  good  Wife  :  The  Well- 
bred  and  Intelligent  ought  to  be  looked  on 
with  an  Obfervation  fuitable  to  their  Ta¬ 
lents  and  Accomplifhments  ;  but,  alas  !  a 
graceful  Demeanour,  the  wonted  awful  Mien, 
and  winning  Simplicity,  I  once  could  ob- 
ferve  in  the  fair  Sex,  are  now-a-days  no¬ 
where  to  be  met  with  ;  a  moft  unaccount¬ 
able  Rompifhnefs  has  fucceeded  in  their 
Room  ;  and  would  you  have  us  fqueeze 
Juice  out  of  a  Cork  ?  It’s  their  idle  Starts 
and  Incoherencies  that  undervalue  them. 
Coquetry  feems  to  be  the  Standard  of  good 
Breeding, — — ’Tis  true,  they  fimper  much, 
and  call  me  the  mufty,  precife,  old  Sbrop - 
foire  Excife-man;  the  Compliment,  I  allure 
you,  does  not  in  the  leaft  put  me  out  of 
Humour  ;  I  freely  own,  I  can’t  at  all  relifli 
your  prefent  Set  of  young  Ladies.— Egad, 
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they  will  make  you  skip  like  Hail  on  a  Pack- 
iaddlc,  and  he  had  need  of  a  very  long 
Spoon,  that  flips  with  the  D — 1,  I’m  certain. 

In  this  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs,  then, 
when  Cockle  grows  in  lieu  of  Barley,  I  can’t 
fee  how  Celibacy  can  juftly  be  reproached. 
Who,  do  you  think,  will  permit  a  Woman 
to  fire  an  Houle  to  roaft  her  Eggs  ?  And  he 
that  would  weigh  the  Wind,  Pm  fure,  muft 
have  a  Heady  Hand.  A  fair  Lady  indeed 
is  a  pretty  Bawble  for  a  Stranger  to  look  at, 
but  then,  we  fay,  ’ris  a  Commodity  very 
detrimental  to  the  Owner  ;  for  either  you 
mull  fend  her  into  Staffordfoire ,  or  die  will 
drive  you  into  Cumberland ;  and  who,  but 
an  Irijhman ,  would  go  a  Coney-catching 
with  a  dead  Ferret,  or  thatch  his  Barn  with 
Pancakes?  Elowever,  the  pretty  Inlenfibles 
may  think  thefe  Irregularities  fo  many  Em- 
bellifhments,  (becoming  Heedleffneffes,  as 
they  call  them)  yet  the  Way  to  Babylon  will 
never  bring  one  to  Jerufalem  ;  and  tho’  a 
Man  may  divert  himfelf  fome  heavy  Hour, 
or  fo,  in  their  Company,  yet  I  in  lift  on  it 
with  both  Hands,  and  all  my  Teeth,  (as 
Nan  faid  to  Nicholas)  that  a  Man  of  com¬ 
mon  Senle  will  never  eat  Cherries  with  thofe 
who  will  fquirt  his  Eyes  out  with  the  Stones. 

Methinks  I  hear  it  objedled  againtt  me. 
This  Fellow  is  a  fecond  Clodius ,  intruding 
on  the  Myfteries  of  the  Bona  Dea;  e’en 
let’s  demolifh  him.  He’s  an  Arch-heretick, 
cries  another,  and  fince  the  Law  de  Heretic* 
comburendo  is  repealed,  (the  more  is  the  Pi¬ 
ty;  we’ll  in  fhort  tofs  him  in  a  Blanket. 
But,  with  Submifiion,  I  fay.  Truce  a  while, 
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I  am  ready  to  undergo  any  Punifhtnentj  if 
legally  convifted,  the  Moment  the  Comba¬ 
tants  have  determined  what  Herefy  is.  Well, 
but  at  this  Rate  the  World,  cries  another, 
will  be  foon  unpeopled  ;  what,  would  you 
rally  Legitimacy  out  of  the  Kingdom  ?  I 
anfwer  by  denying  the  Charge,  and  that  we 
need  never  fear  a  State  of  univerfal  Celibacy  ; 
and  no-body,  that  I  know  of,  has  any  Rea- 
fun  to  fufped  I  approve,  or  would  favour 
fuch  a  Scheme.  I  declare  I  would  be  as  ready 
as  any  body  to  oppofe  it.  My  Defign  is  not  to 
countenance  any  Thing,  that  favoursoflm- 
rality  and  Frofanenefs  }  on  the  contrary,  I 
would  reprefent  Vice  and  Folly  in  as  ridicu¬ 
lous  and  odious  a  Drefs,  as  Virtue  and  Dif- 
cretion  are  truly  amiable.  Nothing,  I  hope, 
has  dropt  from  my  Pen,  that  can  defervethe 
Cenfure  of  my  Readers  ;  and  if  any  Thing 
occur  feemingly  loofe,  I  defire  it  may  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  if  it  be  dtfagreeable  in  the 
Copy,  it  can  never  be  right  in  the  Original, 
Ridiculum  acri  fortius ,  fays  the  Poet  ;  they 
are  the  refined  Tenets  of  the  greatly  Little , 
the  common  Topicksof  the  modern  Conver- 
fation,  and  ought  to  be  redihed  j  its  high 
Time  they  were  :  For  what  do  we  fee*  for 
the  mod:  part,  if  we  turn  our  Eyes  to  the 
gay  World,  but  a  Set  of  querulous,  ema¬ 
ciated,  fluttering,  phantaftical  Beings,  worn 
out  in  the  keen  Purfuit  of  Pleafure  ;  Crea¬ 
tures  that  know,  own,  condemn,  deplore, 
yetftill  purfue  their  own  Infelicity  ?  The  de¬ 
cayed  Monuments  of  Error !  The  thin  Re¬ 
mains  of  what  is  called  Delight ! 

To  make  the  World  better,  we  mnfl  un¬ 
make  it  what  it  is  m,  and  can  he  be  laid  to  be 
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a  Friend  to  Pofterity,  who  would  propagate 
it  from  fuch  a  Collection  of  Beaux  and  Belles , 
the  Levity  of  whofe  Minds  is  vifible  in  every 
Word  and  Gefture  ?  How  pretty  is  it  to 
oblerve  the  Merchant’s  Wife,  or  Daughter, 
fend  for  the  Apprentice  out  of  the  Corapt- 
ing-houfe  for  her  own  Ufe  every  Vifiting- 
day,  to  fet  down  in  a  great  Leidger  all  the 
Vi  fits,  that  are  paid  her,  and  fhe  owes,  me¬ 
thodically  - - 

Mrs.  Gad-abroad  Dr.  for  the  Year  1 73 5* 

To  1950  Vifits  received. 

Per  contra,  Cr.  To  1465  paid. 

Due  to  ballance,  485. 

I  cannot,  for  my  Part,  conceive  aim  oft 
any  one  Thing,  that  contributes  fo  much 
to  the  leflening  the  Efteem  Men  of  Senle 
have  to  the  fair  Sex,  as  this  fingle  Ar¬ 
ticle  of  Vifits  *,  and  yet  all  their  nonfenfical 
Congratulations  and  Condoleances  are  Words 
of  courfe.  The  Moment  a  young  Lady  is 
married,  all  the  Impertinents,  from  one 
End  of  the  Town  to  the  other,  are  beating 
the  Rattattattoo ,  ready  to  break  the  Door 
down.  Poor  Lucius  fwears  they  fpoil  him 
three  Brafs  Knockers  in  one  Week.  Thus 
a  young  Girl,  bred  up  under  a  vifiting  Mo¬ 
ther,  when  flie  has  feen  the  Virtuous  and  Vi- 
tious  ufed  fo  indifferently,  the  Fears,  fhe  is 
born  with,  being  by  this  Means  abated,  and 
her  Defires  indulged,  in  Proportion  to  her 
Love  of  that  light  and  trifling  Converlation, 
muft  needs  make  a  Man  of  Bufinefs  a  moft 
excellent  Help-mate.  From  the  general  Re¬ 
ception  of  mixed  Company,  and  the  Admif- 
fion  of  your  pretty  Fellows  at'  thefe  Affem- 
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blies,  the  poor,  unthinking'  Creature  gains 
fo  falfe  an  Idea  of  Life,  that  fhe  fcorns  that 
Sort  of  Merit  in  a  Man,  which  only  can 
make  her  happy  in  Marriage.  If  he  won’t 
be  a  Jack-pudding  every  Moment,  why,  he 
is  an  ill-natured  Wretch,  not  fit  to  live. 
None  but  a  mettled  Fellow  can  Hand  for  a 
Candidate  in  her  Affedtions ;  there  mu  ft  be 
a  peculiar  Negligence  appear  in  all  your  Ac¬ 
tions  ;  the  Head  of  your  Cane  (which  you 
muft  not  fail  to  brandifh  with  fuch  Variety 
of  irregular  Motions,  that  it  will  be  dange¬ 
rous  to  come  within  ten  Yards  of  you)  in 
the  firft  Place,  muft  be  more  confiderable 
than  your  own  *,  your  Flat  muft  hang  on  one 
Side  of  your  Head,  with  a  brisk  Cock,  and 
your  upper  Lip  be  covered  all  over  with 
Snuff  ;  your  Drefs  muft  be  equally  ridicu¬ 
lous,  fcarce  diftinguiihable  from  your  Ser¬ 
vants  Livery,  and,  in  feveral  Motions  and 
Geftures,  you  muft  affedt  the  Behaviour  of 
her  little  Dog,  and  when  that  and  the  Cat 
are  at  Play  together,  you  muft  always  make 
a  third.  Thefe  are  feme  few  of  the  Types 
of  a  modern  fine  Gentleman  and  Lady  ;  but 
what  amazes  me  moft  is,  to  fee  the  fame 
Foibles  equally  influencing  both  Old  and 
Young.  There’s  Mrs,  M.  of  44, Mrs.  T. of  39, 
Mrs.  L.  of  35,  and  Lady  Love-puppy  of  72, 
give  themfelves  the  very  ridiculous  Airs  of 
Mifs  Tofs  of  17;  and  I,  at  this  very  Inftanr, 
know  a  Gentleman,  who  has  a  Son,  a  good 
agreeable,  pretty  Fellow,  who  himfllf  is 
a  very  pretty  Fellow.  Now  this  feems  to’ 
be  adting  contrary  to  Nature,  as  well  as  all 
Order  and  Decency,  and  would,  no  Quefti- 
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on,  be  condemned  by  the  Verdid  of  a  Jury 
of  old  Cats,  of  whom  we  may  pertinently 
enough  obferve,  that  tho’  nothing  is  more 
playful  than  a  young  one,  yet  nothing  is 
more  grave  than  an  old  one. 

In  a  Word,  the  Shoe- maker  fhould  nof 

pretend  to  any  Thing  beyond  his  Laft : - 

How  ridiculous  would  it  be  to  fee  him  turn 
Conveyancer,  or  a  Penny-poft  Man  affed 
to  pradife  Phyfic  ?  Is  then  Minucio  very  ex- 
ad  in  his  Drefs,  a  fine  Tinfel  Youth,  and 
cuts  a  good  Caper  ?  Prithee  give  his  Eflate 
to  his  younger  Brethren,  and  breed  him  a 
Dancing-mafter.  Another  values  himfelt 
much  upon  his  being  a  good  Jockey  •,  why 
is  he  not  then  fent  away  to  Newmarket  a* 
fuch  ?  Or  hoops  well  to  a  Pack  of  Beagles ; 
prithee  make  him  a  Huntfman,  but  not  a 
Gentleman.  Squib  fets  a  Coach* box  well, 
and  whiffles  the  diuretick  Strains  to  Perfec¬ 
tion  ;  make  him  fand  welcome)  the  H - * 

Coach-man  •,  but,  for  my  Life,  I  can’t  con¬ 
ceive  how  he  becomes  a  Seat  in  P - . 

I’m  for  having  each  Individual  move  in  his 
own  proper  Sphere,  and  only  him  that  can 
play,  to  take  the  Lure.  Le  Sac ,  the  famous 
French  Dancing-maffer,  would  have  made  a 
woful  prime  Minifler  ;  and  who  would  not 
be  furprifed  to  be  told,  that  Cardinal  Fleuri 
was  catched  playing  atPufhpin?  Let  every 
Pedlar  be  obliged,  nolens  volens ,  to  carry  his 
own  Pack,  and  you’d  foon  find  a  flrange 
T urn  of  Affairs.  This  would  be  the  greateft 
Difcouragement  to  Vice  and  Folly,  and 
would  make  Matrimony  a  moft  happy 
State  \  Men  of  Meric  would  not  then  live 
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Angle,  becaufe  the  Goodnefs  of  the  Parties 
might,  upon  this  Suppofition,  be  enfured 
to  each  other ;  whereas  at  prefent  ’tis  all  a 
Lottery,  and  next  kin  to  driving  black  Hogs 
in  the  Dark. 

I  imagine  I  have  nqjv  obviated  all  Objec¬ 
tions  ;  I  don’t  wonder,  I  own,  that  our  pre¬ 
fent  State  of  Celibacy  meets  with  Oppofi- 
tion.  The  Story  of  the  Fox,  in  the  Fable*, 
is  well  known,  and  very  appofite  to  my  pre¬ 
fent  Purpofe :  When  his  Tail  was  gone,  he 
could  then  propofe  it  as  a  Falhion  very  a- 
greeable  and  becoming  to  go  without  Tails, 
and  harangued  very  copioufly  upon  their 
Aukwardnefs,  urging  how  much  more  he 
enjoyed  himfelf,  and  how  eafy  he  was,  fince 
he  was  bereft  of  that  fuperfluous  Member. 
The  Application  is  eafy.  If  a  Perfon  fmart 
for  having  brought  himfelf  into  a  Praemunire 
at  any  Time,  he  is  willing  to  draw  others, 
into  the  fame  Scheme,  to  keep  him  in  Coun¬ 
tenance  j  but  this  Project  will  never  go 
down  Anglic  os  intra  Mur  os. 

How  oddly,  and  how  much  to  their  Dif- 
credit,  if  confidered,  do  the  following  Words 
found  ? — — A  mod  mighty,  and  by  his  Em- 

prefs  governed,  Emperor  , - My  Lord  the 

B- — — p  of  fuch  a  See,  ana  his  fcolding 

Wife - A  wife,  and  by  his  Wife  ridden* 

Judge  or  Serjeant  ; - A  very  valiant,  and 

by  his  Wife  beaten.  Commander. - Now, 

if  this,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  World,  ap¬ 
pears  very  ridiculous,  and  the  poor,  hen¬ 
pecked  Creatures  are  every  where  pointed 
at,  I  can’t  conceive,  for  what  Reafon  Celi- 
t$cy  fhould  be  thus  inveighed  againft,  or 
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fhe  Profeffors  of  it  expofed  to  Ridicule  i  5ti$ 
in  Effefl  calumniating  a  Man  for  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  avoid  making  himfelf  a  *Coffee-houfe 
Topick,  and  a  Laughing-flock  to  every 
Jack-afs. 

If  a  Man  mufl  needs  run  the  Gauntlet, 

at  lead  there  fhould  be»an  Aft  of  P - , 

methinks,  to  eftablifh  a  Wife’s  Authority, 
and  which  fhould  take  off  all  Reproach 
whatfoever  from  the  Husband:  And  becaufe 
no  poffible  Injury  could  accrue  to  either 
Party  by  having  the  thrafhing  Bout  in  pub- 
lick,  what  if  we  conceive  the  Ad  worded 
thus  ?  (I  would  advife  fome  married  Man 
or  other  to  prefent  the  Bill.) 

C  \ J  W  E  R  E  A  S,  in  Confideration  of 
4  VV  the  continual  Attempts  made  a- 
4  gainft  it,  and  of  the  many  unhappy  Con- 
4  fufions,  that  have  attended  the  antient  Ce- 
4  remony  of  keeping  up  a  due  Mean  between 
4  the  Extreams  of  too  much  Stiffnefs  in  con- 
c  defcending  to  Petticoat  Caprice  on  the  one 
c  Hand,  and  too  much  Eafinefs  in  admitting: 
*  our  Wives  Pretenfions  to  Adminiftration 
4  and  Management  on  the  other,  once  ad- 
4  vifedly  eflablifhed,  the  fame  is  now  found 
4  inconvenient,  and  of  dangerous  Confe- 
4  quence,  and  therefore  thought  proper  to  be 
4  entirely  laid  afide,  and  their  Claim  to  the 
4  Breeches  allowed  of  as  juft  and  reafona- 
c  ble  ;  and  whereas  fundry  Inconveniencies 
4  have  thereupon  enfued,  and  many  well- 
4  difpofed  Perfons  been  difcouraged  from 
4  entering  upon  the  conjugal  State,  by  Rea- 
4  ion  of  numberlefs  Cavils,  and  certain  ri- 

‘  4  diculous 
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€  diculous  Infinuations  of  evil-minded  Men, 

«  Sons  of  Belial ,  who,  difcovering  rather  a 
*  greater  Regard  to  their  own  private  Fan- 
4  cies  and  Interefts,  than  to  the  Duty  they 
4  owe  the  Publick,  pretend,  that  this  our 
f  faid  Submiflion  is  actually  repugnant  to 
c  common  Senfe,  and  introdudbive  of  Pope- 
4  ry,  and  that  no  true-born  Englishman  would, 

6  or  ought  to  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  dif-enfran- 
4  chifed  of  his  Charter,  and  be  brought 
4  under  Covert  Baron  by  any  proud.  Virago - 
f  Mincks  whatfoever,  and  that  the  fame  is 
6  fcandalou’s,  and  difagreeable  to  the  Laws 
4  of  good  Policy,  notwithstanding  that  ’tis 
6  well  known  that  the  Mode  is  French ,  and 
4  confequently  very  juftifiable. 

4  To  cut  off  therefore  all  Occafion  of  Ri- 
4  dicule,  and,  as  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  give  Sa- 
4  tisfadbion  to  the  tender  Confciences  of  all 
4  the  married  Men  in  the  Kingdorti,  and  of 
4  fuch  well-difpofed  Perfons  aforefaid,  who, 

4  for  Fear  of  being  laught  at,  have  lived  hi- 
4  therto  fingle. 

4  Be  it  enabled  by  the  Authority  of,  &c.  &c. 

4  &c.  in  P -  ajfembled%  That  whatfo- 

4  ever  Perfon  or  Perfons,  under  the  Age  of 
4  twenty  and  eight  Years,  after  the  Feaft  of 
4  the  Nativity  of  St.  John  Baptist  next  enfu- 
4  ing,  fhall  be  convidted  according  to  the 
4  Laws  of  this  Realm,  by  the  Verdidt  of 
4  1 2  unexceptionable  Men,  or  by  his  or  their 
4  own  Confeffion  or  Confeffions,  or  by  no- 
4  torious  Evidence,  of  having  in  any  Inter- 
4  lude,  Play,  Song,  Rhimes,  of  by  open 
4  Words,  in  any  wile  ridiculed  and  declared 
4  agaioft,  or  done  any  Thing  in  Difparage- 

4  ment 


(7  S  ) 

ment  of  our  aforefaid  Vaftalage.  to  our 
faid  Wives  regent,  adjudged,  upon  di¬ 
vers  weighty  Confiderations  abovemenri- 
oned,  to  be  very  requifite  and  equitable  ; 
that  then  fuch  Perfon  or  Perfons,  under 
the  Age  of  twenty  eight  Years,  lawfully 
convicted,  fhall  for  fuch  Offence  be  oblig¬ 
ed  to  appear  with  his  or  their  Face  or  Faces 
half-fhaved,  and  undergo  the  Difcipline  of 
the  Blanket  every  Market  Day,  in  the 
publick  Market-place,  for  the  Space  of  fix 
Months  *,  and  if  any  fuch  Perfon  or  Per¬ 
fons,  after  his  or  their  fir  ft  Convi&ion^ 
dare  to  offend,  and  be  thereof  in  Form 
aforefaid  lawfully  convift,  that  then  fuch 
Perfon  or  Perfons  fhall,  for  his  or  their 
2d,  3d,  4th,  or  5th  Offence,  futfer  Impri- 
fonment,  to  ties  quo  ties,  in  a  Garret  up  four 
Pair  of  Stairs,  at  E,  C*s,  Biographer,  and 
be  obliged  to  fcribble  for  the  faid  E.  C, 
gratis,  for  the  Space  of  twelve  Months, 
without  Bail  or  Mainprife  ;  by  which 
Time,  it  is  prefumed,  he  will  be  defirous 
of  recanting  this  his  wicked  Error. 

*  And  becaufe  the  molt  effectual  Wav  to 

J  ■> 

render  this  Obedience  to  the  Good-will 
and  Pleafure  of  our  aforefaid  Wives  re¬ 
gent  lels  liable  to  Exception,  is  to  make 
the  fame  univerfal  *,  Be  it  therefore  enabled 
by  the  Authority  aforefaid ,  That  whatfoever 
Perfon  or  Perfons,  of  the  Age  of  twenty 
eight  Years  or  upwards,  fhall  be  found 
obftinately  and  malicioufly  to  perfift  in  a 
State  of  Celibacy,  fhall,  from  the  Time 
he  or  they  be  lawfully  convid,  be  deemed^ 
infamous,  and  accordingly,  under  Pain 
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«  of  perpetually  fcribbling  for  the  aforefaid 
4  E .  C.  Biographer,  go  dreffed  in  the  pro- 
4  per  Habit  of  a  Merry-andrew. 

*  And  it  is  further  ordained ,  and  enaUei 
%  by  the  Authority  aforefaid ,  That  all  and 
4  every  Juftice  of  Oyer  and  Determiner, 

4  or  Juftice  of  Afilze,  fhall  have  full  Power 
4  and  Authority,  in  every  of  their  open  and 
4  general  Seftions,  to  enquire,  hear,  and  de- 
4  termine  all,  and  ail  Manner  of  Offences* 

4  that  fhall  be  committed  by  any  Husband  * 
4  or  Husbands  againft  his  or  their  refpedive 
4  Wife  or  Wives  ;  and  upon  Convidion,  ac- 
4  cording  to  the  Laws  of  the  Realm  aforefaid, 

4  fuch  Husband  or  Husbands  fhall  be  con- 
4  demn’d  to  fuffer  the  Penakyof  a  Skimming- 
4  ton  or  Riding ,  in  Order  to  his  or  their  better 
4  Edification  *,  and  that  all  and  every  Juftice 
4  aforefaid  fhall  make  Procefs  for  the  pub- 
*  lick  Execution  of  the  fame,  as  they  may 
4  do  againft  any  Perfon  indicted  before 
4  them  of  any  other  Trefpafs,  and  lawfully 
4  convided  thereof. 

4  And  he  it  further  enabled  by  the  Autho - 
4  rity  aforefaid ,  That  all  and  every  Abp.  or 
4  Bp.  may  at  all  Times  at  his  Liberty  and 
4  Pleafure,  join  and  affociate  himfelf,  by 
c  Virtue  of  this  Ad,  to  the  faid  Juftices  of 
4  Oyer  and  Determiner,  or  to  the  faid  Jufti- 
4  ces  of  Afilze,  at  every  of  the  faid  open 
4  and  general  Seftions,  to  be  holden  in  any 
4  Place  within  his  Diocefe,  for  and  to  the 
4  Enquiry,  Hearing  and  Determining  the 
4  Offences  aforefaid,  committed  and  done 
4  contrary  to  the  true  Meaning  and  Tenour 
4  of  thefe  Prefents. 


4  Provided 


..  .  (  So  ) 

<  Provided  always  neverthelefs ,  and  be  it  or * 
4  dained  and  enabled  by  the  Authority  afore - 
4  faidy  That  all  and  fingular  the  Pern  of  the 
4  Realm  fhall  be  tried  by  a  Convention  of 
4  the  Peereffes. 

4  Provided  alfo ,  W  be  it  enabled  by  the 
4  Authority  aforefaid ,  That  the  Mayor  and 
4  Aldermen  of  every  Corporation  in  their 
4  Robes,  and  that  in  all  Villages  a  ftrong  De- 
4  tachment  of  Juftices,Conftables  and  Watch- 
4  men,  do  attend  the  aforefaid  Riding, 

4  to  preferve  the  Peace  ;  and  that  not  above  4 
4  pair  of  Horns,  3  Petticoats,  and  2  Diftaves 
4  be  difplayed  by  way  of  Banners. 

4  And  it  is  likewife  ordained ,  That  the  Rozi- 
4  nante  ufed  upon  this  Occafion,  and  which 
4  fhall  be  bought  at  the  Expence  of  the  Pa- 
4  rifh,  and  have  the  Liberty  of  feeding  in 
4  the  Church  yard,  fhall  be  unable  to  go 
c  above  a  Dog-trot  *,  and  that  the  refpe&ive 
4  Wife  or  Wives  of  the  faid  Husband  or 
4  Husbands  be  decently  habited  in  her  or 
4  their  proper  Mantles  de  la  Guerre ,  and 
4  bear  a  Bull’s  Pizzle  in  their  Hands  by  way 
4  of  Battoon. 

4  Provided  alfo ,  and  be  it  enabled.  That  no 
4  Perfon,  that  attends  the  Cavalcade,  fhall 
4  prefume  to  carry  above  four  rotten  Eggs* 

4  and  a  Pint  of  Grains  and  S — r — v — nee, 

4  upon  Pain  of  the  Forfeiture  of  ten  Shil- 
4  lings  to  the  Poor  of  the  Parifh. 

4  And  it  is  hereby  ordained  and  enabled  by 
4  the  Authority  aforefaid ,  That  the  Lord 
4  Mayor  of  London ,  and  all  other  Mayors, 

4  Bailiffs,  and  other  Head  Officers  of  all 
€  and  fingular  Cities,  Boroughs,  and  Towns 

4  Corpo- 
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4  Corporate  within  this  Realm,  Wales ,  and 
4  the  Marches  of  the  fame,  (to  which  Jufli- 
4  ces  of  AlTize  do  not  commonly  repair^ 
4  fhall  have  full  Power  and  Authority,  by 
4  Vertue  of  thele  P relents,  to  enquire,  hear 
4  and  "determine  the  Offences  abovefaid,  and 
4  every  of  them,  within  twelve  Days  after 
*  the  Feaft  of  St.  Michael  the  Archangel,  in 
4  like  Manner  and  Form  as  Juftices  of  Af- 
4  fize,  and  Oyer  and  Determiner  may  do.* 

* 

But  as  in  all  likelihood  fuch  Adt  will  ne¬ 
ver  pafs,  therefore,  Brethren  Batchelors ,  if 
there  fhouid  be  any  Inamoretto  among  us, 
whofe  Conflitution  is  fo  very  effeminate  and 
perverfe,  as  ftilJ,  maugre  all  that  has  and 
can  be  faid,  to  outweigh  the  Scale  of  his 
Reafon,  only  let  him  take  a  Glafs  or  two  of 
Spa  Water,  and  ride  with  the  Wind  and 
Rain  full  in  his  Face  for  two  Hours  together, 
and  if  it  cure  him  not.  Pm  miflaken  •,  fhouid 
it  fail,  let  him  e’en  apply  to  Monfieur  I'Apo- 
thecaire  for  his  Advice  *,  ten  to  one  but  Phy- 
frck,  Phlebotomy  and  Water-gruel  will  af¬ 
ford  Relief  in  any  given  Cafe  ;  but  if  you 
fhouid  (till,  contrary  to  Expe&ation,  m  is 
of  Succefs, 

Tye  one  End  of  a  Rope  fall  over  a  Beam , 
And  make  a  flip  Noofe  at  the  other  Ex tr earn 
‘Then  jit  ft  underneath  let  a  Cricket  he  fet , 

On  which  let  the  Lover  mo  ft  manfully  get : 
Then  over  his  Head  let  the  Snecket  he  got , 
And  under  the  Ear  he  well  fettled  the  Knot ; 

L  •  The 
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The  Cricket  kick’d  down ,  let  him  take  a  fair 
Swing , 

all  the  reft  to  the  Work  of  the 
String. 

Magazine/or  June,  1733. 

1 

And  if  this  he  not  Remedium  efficax  y  «#/- 
v'erfum ,  I’ll  be  bound  to  fufFer  whatever  your 
Worfhips  fhall  think  fit  to  impofe  upon  me 
for  a  Quack. 

Before  I  conclude,  Gentlemen,  I  would 
crave  Leave  to  recommend  it,  as  a  proper 
Penalty  to  be  indicted  on  the  Virgins  and 
unmarried  Ladies  abovementioned,  with 
their  Accomplices,  ("for  they  are  to  be  e- 
fteemed  Principals  alfo  by  the  Law)  who, 
not  having  the  Fear  of  the  Batchelors  before 
their  Eyes*  nor  refpe&ing  our  Right  Wor- 
fhipful  Order,  but,  moved  and  feduced  by 
no  body  knows  what  ftrange  Inftigation, 
lave  themfelves,  have  wickedly  and  malici- 
oufiy  (I  can’t  add  indeed  felonioufly)  offend¬ 
ed  againft  the  Paid  Order,  by  alledging 
certain  Articles  of  Impeachment  againft  the 
faid  Batchelors  (as  will  more  fully  appear 
from  the  Content  of  the  faid  Articles,  Re¬ 
lation  thereto  being  had)  to  the  no  fmall 
Disturbance  of  the  Peace  of,  and  to  the 
great  Injury  of  the  Fraternity,  that  they  the 
faid  Ladies  be  confined  to  the  hindmoft  Seats 
in  Churches,  Playhoufes,  and  all  other 
Places  of  publick  Refort  for  the  Space  of 
feven  Years  nextenfuing,  and  that  the  Sex-- 
tons  and  Door-keepers  of  the  faid  Churches, 
Playhoufes,  CL.  be  bound  to  the  punctual 
Execution  of  this  their  Commiffion,  on 


&6fsthof  Fgood' "Ind^awful5  Money  of  ' 
Great  Britain  8for  their  Erft  Off®*,  and 

SrSMoneyftall  bjjPpW  -wards 

d  AndSbecaufe  in  all  likelihood  there  wdl 
fill  remain  Part  of  the  find  Debt  unfinished, 

1  ,  r „  'further  Collection  was  made  by  a 
what  if  a  "q-  :na,e  Perfons,  common- 

Tax  on  divers  effeminate ;  rer  ,  • 

ly  called  Beaux,  cloatned  in  ace  ^ 

wearing  W.Oecoara  embroidered  w,rh  Gold 

SrfsSTtolre  daily  fe«n’p®”B  “J  JT 

oturrsr  a  V„  .  Streets  or  this 

13**  “ 

Sundays  at  Churches  more  P*'™"1*, >  of 
thenofmall  Amazement  and  Div 

^  Specters  and  o  tenumes  JoAe  ^ 

rSS  ItliC  impowered  ,o  levy 

'efaS Tai  (upon  “ 

if  rhe  Petit  Maitres  fhall  be  touna  wn 

^°theyCanfe)hbe  authmifed  alfo  -  cut  away 
Set  to r^C-.  orWadecoat, 

£*•  »  and  for  the  fW  „ilh. 

"’ftteleaTl  Tmputa.ion  of  working  at  the 

nick-named  upon  ■ .  ^  Seamftrefs  prefume 
any  Taymi,  Mil  Execution  of  their 

5  than  ?.  Ml  and  ?»,  >* 

fa,d  Office  that  tQ  india  the  faid 

awful  iori the  la  ft  fe  aC  the  next 

laylor,  M  dimer  or  ^  Seffions  i 
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SefTions  ;  and  a  proper  pecuniary *  Muldfc 
Ihould  be  confidered  of  in  the  interim,  to 
be  inflifted  on  them  for  the  Mifdemeanour, 
and  proportionably  for  the  fecond,  third, 
fourth,  or  fifth  Offence,  &V.  to  be  applied 
to  the  Ufe  aforefaid. 

I  would  likewife  recommend  it  to  the  fe- 
nous  Confideration  of  the  Publick,  whether 
a  Tax  might  not  be  alfo  laid  on  all  Heads 
of  Canes  exceeding  fuch  a  reafonable  and 
determined  fize  j  and  likewife  on  the  Swords 
of  the  faid  Petit  Maitres ,  if  they  be  found 
not  glewed  up  in  the  Scabbards  *,  for  what 
Ufe  can  there  poftibly  be  for  them,  except 
it  be  indeed  to  open  Oyfters  ?  which,  in  my 
humble  Opinion,  is  of  no  great  fignifi- 
cation. 

It  may  poflibly  be  enquired.  Why  I,  an 
old,  nafty,  bandy-legg’d  Excifeman,  a  Crea¬ 
ture  who  looks  like  the  D - 1  in  Day-light, 

as  the  Saying  is,  fhould  fet  up  for  a  Cenfor 
Moru?n?  What  a  wild,  extravagant,  pro-- 
fane  fcheme  is  it  for  fuch  an  one  to  profcribe 
Vice  and  Corruption  !  The  common  Frenzy 
of  felf-conceit,  the  Expedtation  of  raifing 
his  Credit  by  fhewing  his  Talent  at  Ill-na¬ 
ture,  Infolence,  Malice,  Envy,  Calumny, 
Ribaldry,  Banter,  Pun,  Ridicule,  £*.  (Sc. 
tempted  him  doubtlefs  to  publifh  his  auk- 
ward  Compofition  ;  an  idle  Pretence  indeed  • 
to  talk  of  being  Rifled  and  opprefled  with 
the  Impieties  of  a  debauched  and  profligate 

Age  ! - His  rotten  and  putrid  Jefts  are 

a  Proof  of  it. 

I  anfwer  9  Would  we  draw  the  D - .1 

he  ought  to  be,  we  muft  do  it  in  black 

Colours, 


(  By  ) 

Colours,  with  fawcer  Eyes,  a  long  Tail 
and  cloven  Foot,  &c.  &e.  There  is  no  dii- 
covering  a  pimple  without  pulling  off  the 
parch.  ^  If  my  Reader  can  fpend  an  Hour 
not  dilagreeably  in  perufing  thefe  fheets, 
and  I  have  but  lo  far  burlefqued  the  modern 
pretty  Tenets,  as  in  any  meafure  to  induce 
an  Imitation  of  primitive  Virtue  and  pru¬ 
dence,  and  divert  the  Humour  of  ridiculing 
whatever  has  a  Tendency  to  make  Men  re> 
ligious,  I  fhall  think  my  pains  well  beftovv- 

e<^  nor>  I  am  not  the  firft,  and  in  all 
likeiihood,  fhall  not  be  the  laft  perfon  in 
th£  World,  that  has  writ  a  pamphlet  to  no 
purpofe  ;  and  my  Readers  are  at  full  Liber¬ 
ty  to  commit  it  to  the  Flames. 

And  now,  wifhing  you  all  Health,  brisk 
fpirits,  flowing  Humour,  and  the  genial 
Influence  of  your  propitious  liars,  I  fhall 

beg  Leave  to  conclude  myfelf,  fans  Formti* 
lite , 

\ 

Tour  Worjhips  fincere  Well-wijher, 
and  moft  Devoted,  Humble  Servant , 

Ralph  Nab,  Supervifor  of  his  Ma¬ 
jesty's  Office  of  Excife  in  Sb — b — y. 


rjl  7 

1  he 


The  ‘Pleafures  of  a  Single  Life,  or 
The  Mi jeries  of  Matrimony: 

Occafionally  writ  upon  the  many  Divorces 
granted  by  the  Parliament,  Anno  1705. 

EDLOCK!  Thou  molt  uncomfortable 


State, 


Caufe  of  my  Woes,  and  Objeft  of  my  Hate, 

How  bleft  was  I  !  Ah,  once  how  happy  m?. 
When  I  from  thy  uneafy  Bonds  was  free  ! 

How  calm  my  Joys !  How  peaceful  was  my Brea  It, 
Till  with  thy 'clogging,  fatal  Cares  opprelt  . 

The  World  feem’d  Paradife  fo  bleft  the  Soil 
Wherein  I  liv’d,  that  Bus’nefs  was  no  Toil. 

Thus  Heav’n  firft  launch’d  me  into  pacifick  Seas, 
Where,  free  from  Storms,  I  mov’d  with  gentle 


Breeze  ’  ,r  „  .  .  , 

My  Sails  proportion’d,  and  my  veliel  tight, 


Grafting  in  Pleafure’s  Bay,  I  fteer’d  aright,  ( 
Ballafl’d  with  true  Content,  and  freighted  with 

Delight.  , 

Books  my  Companions  were,  wherein  1  found 

Needful  Advice,  without  a  noily  Sound  ; 

And  was,  with  friendly,  plealing  Silence,  taught 
Wifdom’s  beft  Rules,  to  fructify  my  Thought : 
Rais’d  up  our  fage  Forefathers  from  the  Dead, 
And,  when  I  pleas’d,  invok’d  them  to  my  Aid, 
Who  at  my  Study  Bar  without  a  Fee  would  plead  ; 
Whilft  I  Chief  Juftice  fat,  heard  all  their  Suits, 
And  gave  my  Judgment  on  their  ’.earn’d  Difputes 
Srrnve  ro  determine  ev’ry  Caufe  aright. 


(  87.)' 

For  Partiality  I  fear’d  no  Blame, 

Defir’d  no  Brib’ry,  and  deferv’d  no  Shame ; 

But,  like  an  upright  Judge,  grudg’d  no  Expence 
Of  Time,  to  fathom  Truth  and  Eloquence 
Reading  by  Day,  contemplating  by  Night, 

Till  Confcience  told  me,  that  I  judg’d  aright. 

Then  to  my  Paper-world  Pd  have  recourfe. 
And,  by  my  Maps,  run  o’er  the  Univerfe  *, 

Sail  round  the  Globe,  and  touch  at  ev’ry  Port, 
Survey  thofe  Shores,  where  Men  untam’d  refort  ; 
View  the  old  Regions,  where  the  Perfian  Lord 
Taught  wooden  Deities  to  be  ador?d, 

Enfnar’d  at  lad  to  facrifice  his  Life 
To  the  bafe  Pride  of  an  adult’rous  Wife  ; 

And  where  the  Grecian  Youth,  to  Arms  inur’d. 
The  hungry  Soil  with  Perfian  Blood  manur’d  ; 
Where  bold  Bucephalus  brutal  Conduhl  fhew’d. 
The  Force  of  monftrous  Elephants  withftood. 
And,  with  his  Rider,  waded  thro9  a  purple  Flood. 

Then  would  I  next  the  Roman  Field  furvey. 
Where  brave  Fahricius  with  his  Army  lay  ; 

Fam’d  for  his  Valour,  from  Corruption  free, 
Made  up  of  Courage,  and  Humility  ; 

That,  when  encamp’d,  the  good  Man,  lowly  bent. 
Cook’d  his  own  Cabbage  in  his  homely  Tent : 

And,  when  the  Samnites  fent  a  Golden  Sum, 

To  tempt  and  to  betray  his  Country,  Rome , 

The  Drofs  he  fcoffingly  return’d,  untold. 

And  anfwer’d,  with  a  Look  ferenely  bold. 

That  Roman  Sprouts  would  boil  without  their ; 

Grecian  Gold. 

Then  eat  his  Coleworts,  for  his  Meal  defign’d. 
And  beat  the  Grecian  Army,  when  he  had  din’d. 

Thus  would  I  range  the  World  from  Pole  to  Pole, 
T’  encreafe  my  Knowledge,  and  delight  my  Soul ; 
Travel  all  Nations,  and  inform  my  Senfe, 

With  Eafe  and  Safety,  at  a  fmall  Expence. 

'  ’  '  -  No 


(  88  ) 

No  Storms  to  plough,  no  Paffage  Turns  to  pay’, 

No  Guide  I  needed  to  diredt  the  Way  ; 

No  Alps  to  climb,  no  Defarts  here  to  pafs. 

No  Ambulcaties,  no  Thieves  to  give  the  chafe  ; 

No  Bear  to  dread,  or  rav’nous  Wolf  to  fight, 

No  Flies  to  fting,  no  RattleTnakes  to  bite  *, 

No  Floods  to  ford,  no  Hurricanes  to  fear. 

No  dreadful  Thunder  to  furprife  the  Ear  *, 

No  Winds  to  freeze,  no  Sun  to  fcorch,  or  fry. 

No  Third:  or  Hunger,  and  Relief  not  nigh  •, 

All  thefe  Fatigues  and  Milchiefs  could  I  fhun,  ^ 
Reft,  when  I  pleas’d,  and,  when  I  pleasd,  jog  on,  % 
And  travel  thro’  both  Indies  in  an  Afternoon.  ^ 
When  the  Day  thus  far  pleafantly  was  fpent. 
And  ev’ry  Flour  adminifter’d  Content  *, 

Then  would  I  range  the  Fields,  and  flow’ry  Meads, 
Where  Nature  her  exub’rant  Bounty  fpreads  ; 

In  whofe  delightful  Products  does  appear 
Inimitable  Beauty  ev’ry  where  *, 

Contemplate  on  each  Plant,  or  ufeful  Weed, 

And  how  at  firfl  it  lay  involv’d  in  Seed  ; 

How ’twas  preferv’d  by  Providential  Care, 

F  or  what  defign’d,  and  what  its  Virtues  are  ; 

Thus  to  my  Mind  by  Dint  of  Reafon  prove, 
That  all  below  is  ow’d  to  Heav’n  above  * 

And  that  no  earthly  Temporals  can  be. 

But  what  muft  center  in  Eternity  : 

Then  gaze  aloft,  whence  all  Things  had  their  Birth, 
And  play  by  praying  Soul  ’twixt  Heav’n  and  Earth*, 
Thus  the  fweet  Harmony  o’  th’  Whole  admire, 
And,  by  due  Search,  new  Learning  ftill  acquire  •, 

So  nearer  ev’ry  Day  to  Truths  divine  afpire.  \ 
When  tir’d  with  Thought,  then  from  my  Pocket 
Some  friendly,  dear  Companion  of  a  Book  [pluck 
Whofe  homely.  Calves  skin  Fences  fhall  contain 
The  verbal  Treafure  of  fome  good  old  Man, 
Made  by  long  Study  and  Experience  wife,  [rife  : 
Whofe  piercing  Thoughts  to  heav’nly  Knowledge 

Amongft 
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Amongft  whofe  pious  Relids  I  could  find 
Rules  for  my  Life,  rich  Banquets  for  my  Mind  ; 
Such  pleafing  Nedtar,  fuch  eternal  Food, 

That,  well  digefted,  makes  a  Man  a  God  ; 

And  for  his  Ufe,  at  the  fame  Time,  prepares 
An  Heav’n  on  Earth,  in  fpight  of  worldly  Cares. 
The  Day  in  thefe  Enjoyments  would  I  lpend, 
Butchufe  at  Night  my  Bottle  and  my  Friend  j 
Took  prudent  Care,  that  neither  were  abus’d. 

But  with  due  Moderation  both  I  us’d  *, 

And  in  .  one  fober  Pint  found  more  Delight, 

Than  the  infatiate  Sot,  that  Twills  all  Night  *, 
Ne’er  drown’d  my  Senfes  to  my  Soul  debale  *, 
Ne’er  drank  beyond  the  Relifh  of  my  Glafs  : 

For  in  Excefs  good  Heav’n’s  Defign  is  crofs’d. 

In  all  Extremes  the  true  Enjoyment’s  loft. 

Wine  cheats  the  Heart,  and  elevates  the  Soul  *, 
But  if  we  furfeit  with  too  large  a  Bowl, 

Wanting  true  Aim,  we  th*  happy  Mark  o’erfhoot. 
And  change  the  heav’nly  Image  to  a  Brute. 

So  the  great  Grecian ,  who  the  World  fubdu’d, 
And  drown’d  whole  Nations  in  a  Sea  of  Blood, 
At  laft  was  conquer’d  by  the  Pow’r  of  Wine. 

And  dy’d  a  drunken  Vidiim  to  the  Vine. 

My  Friend  and  [,  when  o’er  our  Bottle  fat. 
Mix’d  with  each  Glafs  fome  inoffenfive  Chat  •, 
Talk’d  of  the  World’s  Affairs,  but  ftill  kept  free 
From  Paftlon,  Zeal,  or  Partiality  •, 

With  honeft  Freedom  did  our  Thoughts  difpenfe. 
And  judg’d  of  all  Things  with  Indifference : 

Till  Time  at  laft  did  our  Delights  invade. 

And  in  due  Seafon  Separation  made  \ 

Then  without  Envy,  Difcord,  or  Deceit, 

Parted  like  Friends,  as  loving  as  we  met: 

The  Tavern  chang’d  to  a  domeftick  Scene, 

(That  fweet  Retirement,  tho’  ne’er  fo  meanj 
Thus  leave  each  other  in  a  chearful  Plight, 

T’  enioy  the  filent  Pleafures  of  the  Night. 

'  M  '  When 
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"When  home  ic turn’d,  my  I  hanks  to  Heaven  pay 
For  all  the  part,  kind  Bledings  of  the  Day  •, 

No  haughty  Help-mate  to  my  Peace  moled  ; 

No  treach’rous  Snake  to  harbour  in  my  Bread; 
No  fawning  Midrefs  of  the  female  Art, 

With  Judas  Kiffes  to  betray  my  Pleart  ; 

No  light- tail’d  Hypocrite  to  raife  my  Fears  $ 

No  vile  Impert’nence  to  torment  my  Ears  * 

No  molted  Off-fpring  todidurb  my  Thought, 
In  Wedlock  born,  but  G — d  knows  where  beo-ot  ; 
No  iudful  Mejfalina  to  require 
Whole  Troops  of  Men  to  quench  her  brutal  Fire  ; 
No  Family  Cares  my  Quiet  to  didurb  ; 

No  head-ltrong  Pallions  to  alTwage,  or  curb  ; 

No  jarring  Servants,  no  domedick  Strife  ; 

No  Jilt,  or  Termagant  to  imbitter  Life. 

1  hus,  free  from  all,  that  could  my  Mind  annoy, 
Alone  rnyfelf,  I  did  myfclf  enjoy  : 

When  Nature  call’d,  1  laid  me  down  to  Red, 
With  a  found  Body,  and  a  peaceful  Bread  ; 
Flours  of  Repofe  with  Condancy  I  kept, 

And  Guardian  Angels  watch’d  me  as  I  dept ; 

In  lively  Dreams  repeating,  as  I  lay. 

The  Pleafures  of  the  lad  preceding  Day  -, 

Thus,  whild  I  Tingle  liv’d,  did  I  poffefs,  0 
By  Day  and  Night,  incedant  Happinefs,  > 
Content  injoy ’d  awake.and  deeping  found  no  lefs.  ' 
But  tiie  curd  F iend,  from  Hell’s  dire  Regions  fent. 
Ranging  the  World,  to  Man’s  Dedrudfion  bent. 
Who,  with  an  envious  Pride,  beholding  me 
Advanc’d  by  Virtue  to  Felicity  •, 

Refolv’d  his  own  eternal  wretched  State 
Should  be,  in  part,  reveng’d  by  my  fad  Fate; 
And,  to  at  once  my  happy  Life  betray, 

Plac  d  Woman,  fai chiefs  Woman  !  in  my  Way. 
Beauty  fhe  had,  a  deeming  moded  Mien,  1 
All  Charms  without,  but  D— 1  all  within,  C 
W  hich  did  not  yet  appear, but  lurk’d, alas!  unfeen.  > 

A  fair 
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A  fair  Complexion,  far  exceeding  Paint, 

Eyes  eloquent  enough  to  charm  a  Saint  *, 

Her  Lips  fo  foftand  fvveet,  that  ev’ry  Kifs 
Seem’d  a  fhort  Tafte  of  the  eternal  Bid's  ; 

Her  Teeth  were  all  fo  regular  and  white. 

They’d  fhew  their  Luftre  in  the  darkeft  Night; 
Round  her  feraphick  Face,  fo  fair  and  young, 
Her  fable  Hair  in  carelels  Treffes  hung, 

Which,  added  to  her  beauteous  Features,  fhew’d 
Like  fome  fair  Angel  peeping  thro5  a  Cloud  ; 

Her  Breads,  her  Hands,  and  ev’ry  Charm  fo  bright, 
She  l'eem’d  a  Sun  by  Day,  a  Moon  by  Night  ; 
Her  Shape  fo  ravilhing,  that  ev’ry  Part 
Proportion’d  was  to  th9  niceft  Rules  of  Art ; 

So  awful  was  her  Carriage,  when  fhe  mov’d. 
None  could  behold  her,  but  he  fear’d  and  lov’d  ; 
She  danc’d,  fung  well,  and  finely  touch’d  the  Lute, 
Was  always  witty  in  her  Words,  or  mute  ; 
Obliging,  not  referv’d,  nor  yet  too  free, 

But  as  a  Maid  divinely  blefs’d  fhould  be  ; 

Not  vainly  gay,  but  decent  in  Attire, 

She  feem’d  lb  good,  fhe  could  no  more  require 
Of  Heav’n  itfelf,  nor  could  Man  more  defire. 
Fortune,  like  her  Good-nature,  too,  was  kind. 
And  to  thefe  Gifts  a  copious  fum  had  join’d. 

Who  could  the  Pow’r  of  fuch  Temptations  fhun  ? 
What  frozen  Cynick  from  her  Arms  could  run  ? 
What  cloyfter’d  Monk  cou’d  fee  a  Face  fo  bright, 
But  quit  his  Beads,  and  follow  Beauty’s  Light, 
And,  by  its  Luftre,  hope  to  fhun  eternal  Night  ? 

I,  fo  bewitch’d  and  poyfon’d  by  her  Charms, 
Believ’d  the  utmoft  Heaven  in  her  Arms ; 
Methought,  the  Goodnefs  in  her  Eyes  I  fee, 
Befpoke  her  th’  Off-fpring  of  fome  Deity  ; 

No  book,  or  Walk  could  then  Content  afford. 
She  was  the  only  Good  to  be  ador’d  *, 

In  her  fair  Looks  alone  Delight  I  found. 

Love’s  raging  dorms  all  other  Toys  had  drown’d. 

M  2  ■  By 


By  beauty’s  Ignis  Fatuus  led  aftray, 

Bound  tor  Content,  I  loft  the  happy  Way. 

Of  Reafon’s  faithful  Pilot  now  bereft, 

I  was  ’mongft  Rocks  and  fholes  in  Danger  left ; 
Thereto  have  perifh’d,  fas  I  fondly  thought,) 
Had  not  her  Kindnefs  my  falvation  wrought. 

Pier  happy  Aid  I  labour’d  to  obtain, 

Hop’d  for  fuccefs,  yet  fear’d  her  fad  Difdain  ; 
Tortur’d  like  dying  Convifts,  whilft  they  live 
9  Twixt  Fear  of  Death,  and  Hopes  of  a  Reprieve. 
Firft  for  her  fmalleft  Favours  did  I  fue. 

Crept,  fawn’d,  and  cring’d,  as  Lovers  ufe  to  do  •, 
Sigh’d  e’er  I  fpoke,  and  when  I  Ipoke,  look’d  pale  ; 
In  Words  confus’d  difclos’d  my  mournful  Tale  *, 
Unpradtis’d  in  Amours,  fine  fpeeches  coin’d, 

But  could  not  utter  what  I  had  defign’d  ; 

Fill  by  her  Charms  ’gainft  bafhfulnefs  I  ftrove. 
Squeez’d  her  foft  Hand,  and  Hammer’d  out  my 
I  old  her,  how  greatly  I  admir’d  and  fear’d,  [Love; 
Which  fhe  ’rwixt  Coynefs  and  Compaftion  heard 
Grudg’d  no  Expence  of  Money,  or  of  Time, 
And  thought,  that  not  t*  adore  her  was  a  Crime  : 

I  he  more  each  Vifit  I  acquainted  grew, 

Yet  ev’ry  Time  found  fomething  in  her  new  *, 
Who  was  above  her  fex  fo  fortunate. 

She  had  a  Charm  for  Man  in  ev’ry  (dare  ; 

Beauty  for  th’  Youthful  ;  Prudence  for  the  Old  ; 
Scripture  for  th’  Godly  ;  for  the  Mifer  Gold  ; 
Wit  for  th’  Ingenious  ;  filence  for  the  Grave  ; 

P latt’ry  for  Pools,  and  Cunning  for  the  Knave: 
Compounded  thus  of  fuch  Varieties, 

She  had  a  Knack  to  ev’ry  Temper  pleafe. 

I  lov’d,  I  figh’d,  I  vow’d, talk’d, whin’d, and  pray’d; 
She  imil’d,  then  frown’d;  was  now  referv’d, ) 


then  free  ; 

And  as  fhe  play’d  her  Part,  oft  chang’d  her  Key  *,  > 


Not 
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Not  *firo’  fantaftick  Humour,  butDefign 
To  try  me  throughly,  e’er  {he  would  be  mine; 
Becaufe  fhe  wanted, in  one  Man  to  have 
An  Husband,  Lover,  Cuckold,  and  a  Have. 

So  Travellers,  before  an  Horl'e  they  buy. 

His  fpeed,  his  Paces,  and  his  Temper  try,  [judge 
Whether  he’ll  aniwer  Whip  and  fpur  *,  thence 
If  the  poor  Bead  will  prove  a  patient  Drudge. 
When  die  by  Wiles  had  heighten’d  my  Defire, 
And  fann’d  Love’s  fparkles  to  a  raging  Fire  ; 
Made  now  for  Wedlock,  or  for  Bedlam  fit, 

Paffion  having  got  the  upper-hand  of  Wit; 

The  Dame,  by  Pity,  or  by  Int’reft  mov’d. 

Or  elfe  by  Luff,  pretended  how  fhe  lov’d  ; 

After  long  fuff’rings  her  Confent  I  got 
To  make  me  happy,  as  I  hop’d  and  thought ; 

But  Oh!  tfi’  accurfed  Hour  I  ty’d  the  Gordian 
Knot! 

Thus,  thro’  Miflake,  I  rafnly  plung’d  my  Life 

Into  that  Bag  of  Miferies, - a  JVife! 

With  joyful  Arms  I  thus  embrac’d  my  Fate, 
Believ’d  too  foon,  was  undeceiv’d  too  late. 

So  hair-brain’d  t  ools  to  Indian  Climates  rove. 
With  a  vain  Hope  their  Fortunes  to  improve  ; 
There  fpend  their  (lender  Cargoes,  then  become 
Worfe  Slaves  abroad,  than  e’er  they  were  at  home. 
When  a  few  Weeks  were  wafted,  I  compar’d 
(With  all  due  Moderation  and  Regard^ 

My  former  Freedom  with  my  new  Reftraint, 
Judging  which  State  afforded  moft  Content  ; 
And  found  a  finale  Life  quite  calm  and  gay, 

As  the  delightful  Month  of  teeming  May , 

Nor  chill’d  with  Cold,  nor  fcorch’d  with  too  much 
«  Heat, 

All-pleafing  to  the  Eyes,  and  to  the  Noftrils  fweet. 
'BuzfVedlock's  like  the  bluft’ring  Month  of  March, 
That  does  the  body’s  Maims  and  bruifes  fearch  ; 

Renews 


i 
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Renews  old  Sores,  and  haflens  on  Decay, 

And  leldoni  does  afford  one  pleafant  Day. 

Thus  Ma  rch  and  Marriage  jullly  may  be  (aid 
To  be  alike  ;  then  fure  the  Man  is  mad,  / 

That  loves  luch  changling  Weather,  where  the? 

belt  is  bad.  j 

Tho’  I  once  happy  in  a  Jingle  Life , 

Yet  fhipwreck’d  all  upon  that  Rock,  —  a  JVife ! 
By  Gold,  and  beauty’s  pow’rfu]  Charms  betray’d 
To  the  dull  Drudg’ry  of  the  Marriage-bed : 

That  Paradife  for  Fools,  and  Sport  for  boys  ; 
Tirefome  ’its  Chains,  and  brutal  are  its  Joys. 

Then  naufeous  Prieftcraft,  that  too  foon  appear’d. 
Not  as  I  hop’d,  but  worfe  than  what  I  fear’d  *, 
All  her  loft  Charms,  which  I  believ’d  divine. 
Marriage ,  1  thought,  had  made  them  only  mine. 
Vain  Hope,  alas!  fori  too  early  found,  ^ 

My  b  rows  were  with  the  Thorns  of  Wedlock  r 
crown’d.  ' 

Jealoufies  firftfrom  Reafon  rais’d  a  Doubt, 

And  fatal  Chance  th’  unhappy  Truth  brought  out  > 
Made  it  fo  plain,  from  all  Pretences  freed, 

’That  wicked  Women  no  Excufe  can  plead  : 

And  if  they  want  Device  to  hide  the  fhame. 

Hell  can  no  Umbrage  for  Adult’ry  frame. 

1  thought  it  Prudence  the  Difgrace  to  hide,  * 
Tho’  rav’d  and  (form’d  j— fhe  Pardon  begg’d,^ 

and  cry’d  :  $ 

Yet  with  falfe  Proteftations  drove  to  charm 
The  Cuckold  to  believe,  fhehad  done  no  Harm. 
Tho’  taken  by  furprize,  (Oh  !  curfe  the  Dayj 
Where  all  the  Marks  of  paft  Enjoyment  lay, 

And  fhc,  diforder’d  by  her  lullful  Freaks, 

Had  fhame  and  Horror  ftruggling  in  her  Cheeks  ; 
Yet  made  Effays  to  clear  her  Innocence  : 

Por  luftful  Women ,  like  a  vicious  (fate, 

Oft  ftiflellls  by  others  full  as  great. 


But 
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But  I,  convinc’d  too  plainly  of  her  Guilt* 

All  her  falfe  Oaths  and  quick  Inventions  fpdilt* 
This  I  forgave  ;  fhe  promis’d  to  reclaim. 
Vow'd  future  Truth,  if  I'd  conceal  the  lhame. 

But  what  flrange,  adamantine  Chain  can  bind 
Woman  corrupted  to  be  juft,  or  kind  ? 

Or  how  can  Man  to  an  Adultrefs  fhew 
That  Love,  which  to  a  faithful  Wife  is  due  ? 

I  ftruggled  hard,  and  all  my  Pafllons  checkt* 
And  chang’d  Revenge  into  a  mild  Refped  -9 
My  former  Love  I  ev’ry  Day  renew’d, 

And  all  the  Signals  of  Oblivion  fhew’d  * 

Wink’d  at  fmall  Faults,  would  no  fuch-  Trifles 
As  accidental  Failings  not  defign’d.  [mind* 

I  all  Things  to  her  Temper  eafy  made, 

Scorn’d  to  reflect,  and  hated  to  upbraid  *, 

She  chofe  (and  rich  it  wasj  her  own  Attire* 

Nay,  had  what  a  proud  Woman  could  defire. 

Thus  the  new  Covenant  I  flridly  kept. 

And  oft  in  private  for  her  Failings  wept  ; 

Yet  bore  with  Teeming  Chearfulnefs  thefe  Cares* 
That  bring  a  Man  too  Toon  to  grizzled  Hairs. 
But  all  my  Kindnefs  I  diipens’d  in  vain, 

Where  Luft  and  bafe  Ingratitude  remain  ; 

Luff,  which,  if  once  in  female  Fancy  fix’d, . 
Burns  like  falt-petre  with  dry  Touch-wood  mix’d. 
And  tho*  cold  Year  for  Time  may  flop  its  Force, 
It  foon,  like  Flame  confin’d,  breaks  out  the  worfe  % 
Or  like  a  Tide  obftruded,  reaffumes  its  Courfe. 
No  art  could  e’er  perfume  the  (linking  Rote, 

Or  change  the  leach’rous  Nature  of  the  Goat, 
No  skilful  WTitfter  ever  found  the  Height 
To  wafh,  or  bleach  an  Ethiopian  white  ; 

No  gentle  Ufage  ever  will  affwage 
A  Tyger’s  Fiercenefs,  or  a  Lion’s  Rage  ; 

Stripes,  and  fevere  Corrediott  is  the  Way  ;  [obey. 
When  once  they’re  throughly  conquer’d,  they’ll 

This 
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This  Whip  and  fpur,  commanding  Rein  and  bit. 
That  makes  th*  unruly,  headflrong  Horie  fubmir. 
To  ftubborn,  faiiulefs  Woman  mull  be  us’d, 

Or  Man  by  Woman  balely  be  abus’d. 

For  after  all  th’  Endearments  I  could  fhew. 

At  lalt  ilie  turn’d  both  Libertine  and  ihrew; 
From  my  fubmifTion  grew  perplex’d  and  proud, 
Crabbed  as  Verjuice,  and  as  thunder  loud  *, 

Did  what  fhe  pleas’d,  would  no  Obedience  own. 
And  ridicul’d  the  Patience  1  had  fhowri  ; 

Fear’d  no  {harp  T  hreat’ning,  valu’d  no  Difgrace, 
But  flung  the  Wrongs  fhe  had  done  me  in  my  face. 
Advice,  Reproof,  Pray’rs,  Tears  were  flung  away, 
For  thill  flie  grew  more  wicked  ev’ry  Day  •, 

Till  by  her  Equals  fcorn’d,  my  Servants  fed 
The  brutal  Rage  of  her  adult’rous  Bed, 

She  in  my  abferfoe  truckled  to  my  Groom, 

And  hugg’d  the  fervilt;  Traitor  in  my  Room. 
When  thele  fad  Tidings  thunder-flruck  my  Ear, 
And  filch  inhuman  Wrongs  were  made  appear, 

On  thefe  juft  Grounds  for  a  Divorce  I  lu’d, 

At  laft  my  headftrong  "Tyrant  Wife  lubdu’d,  ( 
Cancell’d  the  Marriage-bonds,  and  baflardiz’d 
her  Brood. 

Woman ,  thou  word  of  all  Church-plagues, farcwei ! 
Bad  at  the  befl,  but  at  the  worfl  an  Hell  •, 

Thou  trufs  of  Wormwood,  bitter  teaze  of  Life, 
Thou  Nurfery  of  human  Cares,  —  a  Wife! 

Thou  apple-eating  traitor,  who  began 
The  wrath  of  Heav’n,  and  Miferres  of  Man 
And  half,  with  never-failing  Diligence, 

Improv’d  the  Curfe  to  human  Race  e’er  flnce  ! 
Farewel,  Church-juggler,  that  enflav’d  my  Life, 
But  blefsthat  Pow’r,  that  rid  me  of  my  Wife  ! 

If  e’er  the  fex  again  prevail  with  me. 

My  flefh  and  bones  fhall  make  my  wedding-feaft, 
And  none  fhali  be  invited  as  my  Gueft, 

Save  my  go<3d  'Bride,  the  D — /,  and  the  Brief  ♦ 

T  II  E  E  N  D. 


